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Introduction 



Purpose - The purpose of this manual is to give a beginning student 

•* * i i * • % 

an introduction to the structure of the Ewe language and reasonable 

^ . » * . 

practice in speaking it* It is intended to be taught with the 

assistanoe of a native speaker of Ewe* 

'* * * 1 

Time Allotment - This book can be minimally covered within two 
semesters of class meetings of three hours each week* This presup* 
poses that much work is done on the student* s own time* 

In an intensive course this book is minimally estimated to cover 
about 250 hours* If the instructor wishes to add further dzills and 
exercises* this can cover much more* Note that the units are not of 
equal length# and the first few chapters especially may go at a 
fairly rapid rate* 



Methods of Use - We stress oral practice and speaking with the in- 
formant as much as possible* The dialogues may be utilised for 
this purpose in many ways* We have found the following methods 
helpful* 

1) Repeat after the native speaker eaoh sentence or phrase* 

This may be done separately and/or in a group* 

2) Read the dialogues with one another# with the native speaker 
making corrections as neoessary* 

3) Memorize the dialogues or portions of them and practioe both 
among members of the class and with the native speaker* 

4) Analyze the dialogues sentence by sentence* for grammatical 
content* This can be both a review and an exercise for the 



particular topic of the unit* 
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5) Improvise conversations based on the content of that and 



preceding units* 

* ‘ * * # * t ^ w***^ > \i 

6) Do the comprehension. This may be a reading, translation, ; ) 
or dictation exercise* 

* *.■ - \ • % • 5 * *•*' > * 

7) The questions following the comprehension may be between two 

t ' i* * ‘ ‘ ** * 

students with the native speaker making corrections, or 
be tween a s tudent and the native speaker • • Somo of the 
questions may also be the basis for more conversatiqns* 
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THE EWE LANGUAGE , 

II* The Language Background 

1* The Ewe language belongs tio the so-called Kwa group of 
languages* This group is part of Westermahn*s **Westlichen Sudaa- 
sprachen* 1 and Greenberg* s **Niger-Congo ** Family (Ansre) • j 

2# The Kwa languages iare spoken In the eastern part of the j 

Ivory Coast* the southern part of the Gold Coast* Togoland and Da- 

J 

homey* and the southwestern part of Nigeria (Westemann) • 

3* The tern ** Kwa language s** was first. used by G*A* Krause in j 

1 

1885 and propagated by Christaller.* It is derived from the word j 

1 j 

for people* which in many of these languages contains the root /kwa/ 

(We stermann) • 

lj. # The Ewe language is spoken by some 1*700,000 people* accord- 

■ 

ing to the most recent estimates available (Ansre* 1961 )* The 

I 

various dialects which are classified, under the. term Ewe are divided ) 

n ' • 

* • • * H* * * ] 

into three groups* 

. : a) The western section with Ewe proper* which consists of j 

the ** inland dialects** and Agio* 

b) The central section* which includes the dialects 

»•; . * ‘ j 

Watyi* Ge (Mina)* and Adya* 



. . ,c) The eastern section* which is made up of GCt* FS and 

. Maxi dialec ts* . ,\ . , . ,• ' ;s 

Ewe proper is spoken in the southern part of the Volta Region in 
Ghana* the south of the Republic of Togo * and the south of Dahomey 
(Ansre) * .. . • f* \ . 



5* Linguistically this language is one of the best known in 
West Africa* The most extensive study on Ewe has been done by D* 







Westemann, who has produced a complete grammar (on which much of 
this grammar was based) and a comprehensive dictionary* Other more 
recent studies are those by J. Berry, J. Greenberg, and G. Ansre. 
Ansre is a native speaker of are and has recently received his Ph.D. 
in Linguistics from the LSOAS. His dissertation is said to be a 
complete and up-to-date grammar of Ewe. His M.A. thesis is. on tones 

in Ewe* 



III, Some General Linguistic Fea fair es 

* •> i 

■ * ’ ' ■ - , , 

1, There are seven vowel phonemes# 

There is vowel length, but it is of secondary importance. 

h h - 

Nasalized vowels ar6 very common# 

Vowel assimilation is very regular to the extent that West- 

ermann speaks of a tendency to vowel harmony# 

2. In are, as well as in several other African languages, we 
find the coarticulated stops /kp/ and /gb/ , which are not clusters 
but single units. In some of the languages in which they appear 
these consonants are implosive, but in Ewe they are explosive. 

There are two /d/ sounds, one which is alveolar according 

/ 

to Westemann and dental according to Berry, and another post-alve- 

olar retroflex /V* 

There are two sets of labial fricatives; one set consists 

of the bilabial /J*/ and /«/ and the other of the labiodental /£/ 

* > ’ ^ 

and /v/# * 

/!/ and /r/ constitute one phoneme# 

/v and /V are often syllabic, and they bear tone. 

* /p/ seems to be a borrowed phoneme from Twi# Most of the 

words in which it occurs are loan words# 

vi 

















3* Tone is of outstanding importance. Ewe is the classical and 
rare e maple of a language in which tone is almost exclusively lexi- 
cal* 

.1|.* Most of the roots (verb or noun) are monosyllabic and con- 
sist of CV*. If a stem consists of more than one syllable, it is 



either a compound or a loan word* 

5* Compound' nouns and compound verbs are very • frequent* 

6* There are no true noun classes and no concord with other 

parts of speech* 

7* Norms often have a vowel or nasal prefix which is used to 

• * 

foxm nouns from verhs* 

8. To form the plural you suffix the 3rd person plural pronoun 
to the singular© - • ? ^ 
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9* There is no grammatical gender* 

10. Case is expressed by the position of the word in the sen- 



tence* 

11* There are no morphological word classes* 

12. There is no formal passive! the passive idea is expressed 
by an active construction with the 3rd person plural pronoun as the 
subject! i.e., the English expression *he is hit* is rendered in Ewe 
by < they hit him*. The pronoun « they* is considered impersonal. 

13. The verb root is invariable. Tense and mood are usually 
expressed by particles or by reduplication or both. It J# pften hard 
to distinguidj between tense and mood... Person; and number are indi 

c a tad by the. subject pronoun* . » " • 

ti. r ph ft verb describes action, condition end quality# /yi/ 

i to go' ! /mlo/ 'to lie'! and/ko/ 'to be high*. Because of the 
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last type of Ewe verb, many English adjectives are expressed by 
verbs in Ewe. f - 

1$. Ewe, as well as related languages, has a peculiar type of 
adverb. There are adverbs which are associated with only one verb. 
Most of them are picture words (onomatopes) , which attempt to ex- 
press by their sound the impression conveyed by the senses, e*g* 

/zo/ »to walk* 

/ zo bafobafo/ 1 describes the.. walk of a small man whose body 

is briskly moved when he walks* 

/zo bohoboho/ »describes the heavy walk of a fat man, etc.* 
l6# The word order in a sentence is: subject - verb - object* 

17. In a genitive construction the thing possessed follows 

the possessor* 

18. Adjectives, including numerals, follow the noun they 
modify* 

IV. Phonemes 

The alphabet for writing Ewe is generally written thus: 
abdde eff ghyxiklmngo opr s tuv 
u w y z. 

Note that it does not contain a special symbol for all of the 
phonemic sounds, such as dz, gb, kp* 

V* Tones - 

Tones are 5 not usually marked in Ewe except for /mf/ of the 
first person plural, /w 6 / of the third person plural, and /wd/ 
of the second person singular* In rare circumstances, a writer may 
mark tones on the pronouns to eliminate the doubt in his readers* 
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Consonants 



Spelling 



1 b, 6 

V 

f 

m, n 



d 



P# b, k 



8b, kp 



o 
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Pronunciation 



Description 



For all practical purposes, 
these consonants are pro- 
nounced the same as the 
corresponding sounds in 
English* 



b U 



vd 

fd 

mamd 

no 



Similar to the corresponding dd 
oonsonant in English, but dd 
pronounced with the tip of 
the tongue against the back 
of the teeth and not against 
the ridge behind the teeth* 



Made with the tip of the 
tongue against the front of 
the hard palate* 
Technically: a voiced 

retroflex stop* 



dd 

dd 



Similar to the corresponding pdpd 
English oonsonants,. but with pf 



less aspiration (puff of 
breath)* /t/, like /d/, is 
pronounced wi th the tip of 
the tongue against the baok 
of the teeth* 



td 

td 

kd 

kd 



Pronounced with simultaneous gbd 



closure at the lips (as for 
/b/ or /p/) and at the soft 
palate (as for / q / or /k/). 
Released simultaneously and 
without aspiration* 
Technically: labio velar 

stops, voiced and voiceless; 
respectively* 



gbd 

kpd 

kpd 



lx 




Examples 



•to ask* 
•money* 

•to finish* 

• debt* 

•grandmother* 

•mother* 



•to send* 
* town* 



• to fill* 
•gunpowder* 



•papa* 

•chisel* 

•yam* 

•father* 

•to be tall* 
•to die* 



•voice* 

* side, vicinity* 

* to be heavy* 

•to see* 
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Usually similar to the final 
consonant clusters in English 
cads and cats respectively, 
but pronounced with the 
tongue against the back of 
the teeth* 

Before /i/ , and sometimes 
before other vowels, similar 
to the consonants in English 
Joe and chew respectively* 



dz& 

dzet 



ets3 

ts<5 



dzdsf 

dz£ 



tsf 



In producing /u/ and /// , ^ 

the air passes through a , «u 
narrow opening left between fe 

i-i «i i 4»V% a vs fViOW V)A« J O 



the lips* (rather than be- 
tween the lower lip and the 
upper teeth as in /v/ and 

/f/). 

Technically: bilabial 

fricatives, voiced and voice- 
less respectively* 



Similar to the corresponding z& 
sounds in English, but slight- azi 
ly palatalized (i*e*, somewhat sr© 
closer to the medial consonant asi 
sounds in English pleasure and 
pressure respectively) before 

7 i/“ 



In producing /y/ and /rj , 
the air passes through a 
narrow passage formed by 
rai sing the back of the 
tongue towards the soft .. 
palate* 

Technically: velar frica- . 

tive’s , voiced and voiceless 
respectively* * * 

v 



. ¥f • 

11 

xS 



Similar to /y/, bUt produced h|. 
somewhat further back in tha- haa 

mouth. - . ' m ! - ; 

Technic ally : * a. yo iced ; 

pharyngal fricative* 



Similar to French gn as in 
Boulogne * 

Technically: a palatal 

nasal • 



nyd 

nyd 



• to lodge* 

• to fall (of 
rain)* ff » 

• yesterday 1 

• to come from* 






• to recognizee* 

• to give birth 
to* 

•water* 



•door* 

• vehicle* 
•year* 

• to beat* 



• in abundance* 
•peanut* 

•wife, husband* 
•hand* 



• sun* 

•bird* 

•friend* 

•house, to mend, 
to patch 1 



• to educate* 
•broad* 



•I, me* 

• to be good* 



(1 
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W, y 



Vowels 



Similar to English ng as in 
sing , 

Vecnn: 



n6 . 
tfkd 



tically: a velar nasal. 



ito break 1 
i name 1 



Similar to the first 1 in 
English little . The tongue 
is raised and flat# not 
retracted as in the second 
1 in little . 



if 

blf 



•to be (there)* 
• com* 



In producing /r/ # the air 
passes through a narrow 
passage formed by, raising 
the tip of the tongue, 
towards the. ridge behind the 
teeth. 

Technically: a voiced alveo- 

lar fricative, . 



svi 



•wife# husband* 



Similar to the corre spending w3 
sounds in English, but often ew 6 
weakened to the- point of yi 

disappearing completely between 
vowels. 



•to do* 
•ten* 

• to go* 



Spelling 


Description 


Examples 


i 


Similar to the vowel in 
English beat, but unglided. 


dzf 


• to give, birth 
to* 




Technic aiiyT a high front 


If 


•to be there* 




unrounded vowel. 


* • . • 


d 

. » ■ % 


e 


Between the vowel in 




• to marry* 


Engli ah bet and the ■ final 
vowel in English sofa. 
Technically: a centralized 

mid front unrounded vowel. 


Ivd 


* two* 


e 


t * Between, the vowel in 


41 , 


• cook it* 




English bet and that of. 
English bat, but much 
closer to the former. 
Technically: a lower mid 

front unrounded vowel. 


pf 


•chisel* 




' 4 

















a 



o 



© 



u 



I 

6 

? 






p 



0 

0 



^ -*^*TvTS " 



Similar to the vowel in 
American English pot * 
Technically: a low 

central unrounded vowel* 



Similar to the vowel' in * 
English bought * but unglided* 
Technically: a lox^er mid 

back rounded vowel • 



111 


•money* 


• hand 1 


md 


1 street 1 






1 



Similar to the vowel in 
English boat * but unglided* 
Technically: a higher mid 

back rounded voi^el* 

Similar to the vowel in 
English boot * but unglided* 
Technically: a high back 

rounded vowel* 



All of the above vowels have 
a nasalized counterpart* 





• to beat* 


1 6 


• ear* 





• sea* 


td 


• gun* 



% 

ft 


• to blow the 




nose 1 


gbld 


•to spoil 1 


k( 


•drill him* 


ha 


•also* 


t% 


• palm branch* 


16 


• to take from 




the stove* 


id . 


* to shave * 



i 



-1 






* 

i 




Tones 

* 

A 




• * 


Ewe has three distinctive 


tones: 


high: 


td 


• to draw* 


' i 


t<5 


•ear* 


mid: 


ts 


•head* 




t5 


•mortar* r 


* /> 

low:-. 


td 


• to wear (of native dress)* 


: . . » ■ ; 


td 


•buffalo* . 



t 
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Drills 



/b/ vs* /gb/ 



Students should listen oarefully to each 
of words as said by the instructor* 



of the following pairs 



bd 

bd 

bet 

bd 

bd 



tto hide* 

1 that* 

•mud* 

•to gather* 
•magic* 



gbd 

gb| 

gbd 

gbd 



•'voioe* 

* to refuse* 

* to break* 

* to come back * 
•unripe* 



Are the following pairs of words same or different ? 



gbd 

gbd 

bd 

bd 

gbd 



(voice) 
(voice) 
(to hide) 
(to hide) 
(voice) 



bd 

bd 

gbd 

bd 

gbd 



gbd 

gbd 

gbd 

gbd 

bd 



(to refuse) 
(to refuse) 
(to refuse) 
(to refuse) 
(to say) 



’Hr 



gbd 

gbd 

bd 

gbd 

gbd 



bd 

bd 

gbd 

gbd 

bd 



(mud) 

(mud) 

(to break) 
(to break) 
(mud) 



c 
\ ' 



bd 
bd 
bd 
gbd 



gbd 

bd 

gbd 

bd 

gbd 



(to oome back) 
(to gather) 

(to come back) 
(to gather) 

(to come back) 



5 \ 



bd 

bd 

gbd 

bd 

gbd 



bd 

gbd 

bd 

gbd 

gbd 



(magic) 

(unripe) 

(magic) 

(unripe) 

(unripe) 



bd 

bd 

bd 

bd 

gbd 



DoT. the .following words contain* /b/ or /gb/? 



bd 


(to hide) • . ■ r;.*: 


b 


bd 


(to hide) " .:v 5 


b 


gbd 


(voioe) 


§ b 


bd 


( to hide) 5 . 


b 


gbd 


(voioe) h\, i 


gb 



xill 



(to hide) 
(to hide) 
(voice) 
(to hide) 
(voice) • 



( ibo refuse) 
( to refuse) 
(to say) 

(to refuse) 
(to refuse) 



( to break) 
(mud) 

(mud) 

(mud) 

(to break) 



(to gather) 

(to gather) 
to oome baok) 
.to gather) 

(to oome back) 



! 



i im&ip) ■ 

(magic) , 
(magic) 
(magic) % 
*' (unripe) 






«V ,V*» 



\<V ,v v , 1 









D 

D 

D 

S 

3 



3 

S 

D 

3 

D 



D 

3 

D 

D 

D 



D 

3 

3 

3 

3 



3 

D 

3 

D 

S 



V 

<T‘ : 















gbd 


(to refuse) 


gb 


bd 


(to say) 


b 


gbd 


(to refuse) 


gb 


gbd 


(to refuse) 


gb 


gbd 


(to refuse) 


gb 


gbd 


( to break) 


gb 


bd 


(xixud) ’ 


b 


bd 


C ' (mud) 


b 


bd 


(mud) 


b 


bd 1 


(mud) 

* t 


b 


bd 


(to gather) 


b 


gbd 


( to coxae, back). . 


gb 


bd 


(to gather) 


b 


gbd 


(to coxae back) 


gb 


bd 


( to gather) 


b 


gbd 


(unripe) 


gb 


^gbd 


(unripe) 


gb 


gbd 


(unripe) 


gb 


bd 


(xaagic ) - 


b 


bd 


* (magic) 


b 


* gbd 


*# * 

(to come back) 


gb 


‘bd 


(mud ) 


b 


bd 


(to say) 


b 


gbd 


(to break) 


gb 


bd 


(magic) 


b 



\ 



? ' 



V 



r s T 



gbo 
gbd 
gbd 
bd; ■ 
gbd 



(voice) 1 
(to refuse) 
(to hide) 
(to break) 



gb 

gb 

b 

gb 



Identify by giving the English gloss* 

« V* ' * ' • ■ 

The words for this exercise kre /bd/ * to hide* and 
bd 



1 voice* • 



W 



gbd 

gbd 

gbd 

be 



(vd ice) ; 

( voice) ’ 
(voice) 

( to hide) 



•to hide* 

• voice* 

• voice* 
•voice* 

• to hide* 



O 



L 1 



The words for this exercise are /bd/ * to say *» and /gbd/- * to refuse* • 



gbd 

bd 

gbd 



gbd 



(to refuse) 
(to say) 

(to refuse) 
(to refuse) 
(to refuse) 



• to refuse* 

• to say* 

• to refuse* 

• to refuse* 

• to refuse* 



; v Kj 



'i ; 



adv 






O 

ERIC 



iiitiimmmimiibmiimmmm 







.ijii.-'jj u.iini,m minniuu .... 



:»• words for: this exercise ** /bd/ •»»*• and /gb^ **| *reak^ 

t •'*.*} * ' * 5 



gbd 
bd 
•bd 
gbd 
gbd 1 



(to bfeak) 
(mad) • ’ { 
ftttdd ) ^ 
(to break) 
(to brdak) 



** 



i to break* 
•mild* 

•mud* 

• to break*. 

• to break *i 



* ^ # -a 

,o\ *r 



jf ^ t- A it 

, 'liwi 



' ) 

*' ) 









The words for this exercise 
come back * • *. { 



ar © /b6/ * to gather*, 

.?»*'« t (, K 



/ gbd/ * to 



gbd 

;gbd 

bd 

tbd 

gbd 



(to come back) 
(to r come back) 
(to gather) 
(tbgather) 

(tp come back) 



% 1 * % 

' v ‘ w v,' 



\ * 

* ,* 



i to come back * 

• to come back * . 

• to gather* 

•to gather* v 

• to come back* 



% • • * * f 

, * •' i'j J 



a r * 

f a * » 



5 /V 
,\ % 

» 1 V 



*1 

% 



The words for this exercise are /b8/ 'magic' and * 



r *»5 . 



bd 

gb<5 

gbd 

bd 

gbd 



(magic) 
(unripe) 
(unripe) 
(magic ) 
(unripe) 






• magic* 

•unripe* 

•unripe 1 

•magic* 

•unripe 



V * » 

*■ « 5 
t V j 



* • % 
isor*'*’ ‘ 






•*) 



i (•■y od f '- 



* ?*f) ; 



/kp/ vs. /gb/ 



• <«*. 



w / 



* 

I*.jt 1 



Students should listen carefully 
words as said by the instructor. 



\ fc *f t # v f ^ * , * * 

to each of the fallowing pairs of 






kpd 

kpd 

kpd 

kpd 

kpd 



• to be heavy* 
•to invite* 

• to fade* 

• to be cheap* 

• to see* 



gbd 

gbd 

gbd 

gbo 



• voice* , 

• to. refuse* 

• to^roof * 

• to-come back* 



Are the following pairs of words same or 



t »near* 

. c 

different? 



\ 

/ 

V 

j 



% 



kpd 

kpd 

kpd 

gbd 

gbd 



(to be heavy) 
(to be heavy) 
(to be heavy) 
(voice) 
(voice) 



t * 

tf . 



kpd 

gbd 

kpd 

gbd 

kpd 



v 

(r 



gbd 

kpd 

gbd 

kpd 

kpd 



(to refuse) 
(to invite) 
(to refuse) 
(to invite) 
(to invite) 






kpd 

kpd 

g b4 

kpd 

gbd 



... - . cry ) 

(to be heavy) 
I (voice)) 

( to be; heavy) 

(l£o;.K r -.(voice)} 

(to be heavy) 

( c ti OH ) 

(to? invite) 
(to invite) 

( to refuse) 

( to: invite) ' 
(to refuse) 



hrv. 



CJt; 



s 

D 

S 

S 

D 



% 






Vi 



;D 

S 

■s 

§ 

D 







1 



EMM 
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gbi 

kpa 

gb4 

gb£ 

kpd 



(to roof X 
(to fade) 1 
(to roof) 
(to roof) 
(to fade) 



gb4 

kpa 

gb$ 

kpd 

gbd 



(to roof) 
(to fade' 
to roof] 
to fader 
to roof] 



kpd 

kpd 

g ba 

kpd 

kpd 



(to be cheap) 
(to be cheap) 
(to come back) 
(to be cheap) 
(to be cheap) 



kpd 

gbd 

g bd 

kpd 

gbd 



(to.be oheap) 
(to come back) 
( to come back) 
(to be .cheap) 
(to come ‘ 



gba 

kpa 

kpa 

gba 

kpd 



(near) 
(to see) 
(to see) 
(near) 
(to see) 



kpd 

kpd 

kpd 

kpd 

gbd 



■. % ■■ 

(to see) 
(to see] 
(to see ( 
(to see, 
(hear) 



■* . - - t j \ . " . • » * * * 4 ..._ ■ . 

Do the following words contain /kp/ or /gb/* 







i* * *->, 



kpa 

gba 

kpd 

kpd 

gba 


( to be heavy) * , _• 
(voice) * 

(to be heavy) 

(to be heavy) t ‘ 
(voice) 


. ,■ \ 

-J 

y 

» 

. 4 


kp 

gb 

kp 

kp 

gb 


/ . \ 
* it* 

V 

. ■ f / 


gba 

kpa 

.kpd : 

kpd 

gbd 


(to refuse) 
(to invite) 
(to invite) 
(to invite) 
(to refuse) 

** * f 


„ ' 1 

r *W»* 


6 *> 

kp 

•kPv j 
gt> 


\C“: \ 

a * 

j • - *4 •,•*..* * i * r .* * « * .* 

> »_ v ■, « ia ■#’*•* 1 j ■ ^ 

r« . 

L *» \ t . ^ . *4 <* 

? - >' ji; i 


kpd 

kpd 

kpd' 

gbd 

gbd 


J -' ,v * n i •„* _ * i 

? (to fade) 

■ (to fade) 

, y; (tO fad©) 

( to roof ) 

(to roof) 

‘*4? » * > ** *. 1 % r i * 


? iT 

-> ^ ■. 

$ 

$ * 
c 


kp 

kp 

kp 

gb 

gb 


f - ' ^ <* 

5 ; . < J'J • 

r . • JV 

, "* • ** • *-- y * i 

I - j.** - .’VY I 

• * ■ "A 

•y^ »•• •<• ^ ^ ^ • ••;}.?, 1 , 


kpd 

.gba 

kpd 

kpd 

gbd 


(to be cheap) 
c\t to come back ) 
( torbe theap) 

; (to be cheap) 
(to come back) 

T A' - - ■% w j IU 4* ( 


*e * t » **• *>?* 

\ ,t* 5 

fv) 

V.% ! /I 

" %* 


kP 

gb 

kp 

kp 

gb 


-?!' ’ 0*1’ } 

J " r .? •. \ 

i 7 T V Ci / 

/r-! .4 . , f \ 

• W^’-* *• ‘ 

i •: ;>.*'■ ?r ) 

J-i'O**) 


gba 

kpd 

,kpd 

gbd 

Vgbd 


v (near) 

{itfkfaj see) 

( • (to see) 
( c Cnear) > } 
' »/?■’ (near) t } 

s ■- * * 

* ;• V* i*V* * ."vcy* f*V * 


*H b 

K* * * 

c * 

*■ * * 

/<. r. 

» ?S ^ ♦ • ' 


gb 

kp 

kp 

gb 

gb 


. V “ " ‘ ** * 

f , *>» T \ 

\ .* ; ■ .. / 

? v. *' . / > «r ' * * 

( ( * » # «• t V 4 ; »*• / 

’ ^ / ■ V 4 f *■ *■' 1 \ 

*• *H . . r . v -- » , i >;■ .-V /; 

' • ‘ r ,,, ^ . ... \ 

. <: <■’ ... va' 



i i *■' 1 



s 

3 

a 

D 

D 



s 

D 

3 

;S 

D 



D 

3 

3 

D 

D 



hmi 



f, : r 



*> 

t i .. * 



<5 t* 

‘ Ovi;'"' 



V Tr 
>.* • . % 
















w* w 3 









^2a£3asEatt» 
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1 
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kpd 

gbd 

kpd 

gbd 

gbd 

kpd 

kpd 

gbd 

kpd 

gbd 

kpd 

kpd 



(to. be heavy) 
(to refuse) 

(to fade) 

(to come back) 
(near) 

(to invite) 

(to be cheap) 
(near) 

(to be cheap) 
(near) 

( to see) 

(to fade) 



kp 

gb 

kp 

gb 

gb 

kp 

kp 

gb 

kp 

gb 

kp 

kp 



K \S 



Identify by giving the English gloss. 

The words for this exercise are /kpd/ * to be heavy* and /gbd/ ‘voice* 



gbd 

gbd 

kpd 

gbd 

kpd 



(voice) 

(voice) 

(to be heavy) 
(voice) 

(to be heavy) 



•voice* 
t voice* 

• to be heavy * 

• voice* ' . 

• to be heavy* 



* A? 



The words for this exercise are /kp 6 / ' to invite* and /gbd/ »to 

refuse*. ' /* ci- r v: ’'' ' 



* fj" 



kpd 



kpd 

gbd 



( to c invite) 
(to refuse! 
(to refuse' 
( to invite 
(to refuse 



* to invite* 

• to refuse* 
•to refuse* 
•to invite* 
*to refuse* 



; C 



v i V r „ 



The words, for this exercise are /kp$/ *to fade* and /gM/ *to 



kpd 

kpd 

gbd 

kpd 

kpd 



(to fade) 
(to fade) 
(to roof) 
(to fade) 
( t6 fade) 



*to fade* 
* to fade* 
•to roof* 
• to fade* 
•to fade* 






The words for this exercise are /kpd/ *to bo cheap ^ , and / gbd/ 
• to come back*. • . ; V; vx ;) 



gbd 

kpd 

gbd 

gbd 

kpd 



(to come back) 
.(to be .cheap) 



(to come back) 

t*o 



_, iT _ come back) 
..(to be cheap) 



• to come back* 

* to be cheap 1 * 

• to come back* 

* to come back* 
•to be cheap* 



rn t ■ 






4 
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• 1 

The words for this exercise are /kpd/ ’to see* and / $\>6/ »near** 



q \>6 

kpd 

kpd 

g b6 

kp£ 



(near) 
(to see) 
(to see) 
(near) 
(to see) 



•near* 

* to see* 
*to see* 
•near* 
i to see* 



/b/ , /gb/ » /kp/ 

Do the following words contain /b/ > /gb/» or /kp/t 



kp4 

gbS 



gbS 

kp6 

bo 

bd 

kpd 

gbd 

bd 



(to invite) 
(voice) 

(voice) 

( to refuse) 

(to be cheap) 
(to gather) 

(to say) „ 

(to be cheap) 
(to come back) 
(to hide) ‘ 



kp 

gh 

gb 

gb 

kp 

b 

b 

kp 

gb 

b 



, 

bilabial /$/ vs. labio-dental /f/ 



Students should listen carefully to each of the following pairs of 
words as said by the "instructor* .. •> 

a * 



fit 

f6 

ft 



•year* 
•buy it* 



• to beat* 

• sea* \ 
•bone* 



f3 

fli 

f<5 

fd 

fii 



• debt* ; 

• cut it up* 
*to be light* 
•misery*' 
•feather* 



Are the following paire of wor<|s same or different? 



f$ 

f5 



/« 

fd 



f* 



(debt) 

(debt) 

(year) 

(debt) 

(year) 



fa 

fa 

f* 



(year) 

(year) 

(debt) 

(debt) 

(year) 



D 

D 

D 

S 

3 



fit 

fli 

fit 

fli 

Xli 






(buy it) „ 
(cut it up) 
(buy it) 

(cut it 
(buy it) 



fli 

fli 

fit 

fli 

fli 



(cut it up) 
(but it up) 



( cut i t {up) 
(cut it up) 



D 

S 

S 

S 

D 




) 






u 












(to be light) 
(to beat) 

(to beat) ; 
(to beat) 

(to beat) 




( sea) 

(misery) 

(misery) 

(sea) 

(misery) 




i* 




(to beat) 

( to be light) 
(to beat) 

( to be light) 
( to" beat) 




fd 

T* 

T* 

fd 

fd 



(feather) 

(bone) 

(bone)' 

(feather) 

(feather) 



C: 



fll 

f* 

M 

i 



(feather) 
(feather) 
(bone) 
(bone) 
(bone) . 



tv 



Do the following words contain bilabial /f/ or labio-dehtal /f/^ 



fd 

fd 

f£. ;} 1 




(debt) 

(debt) 

(debt) 

(year) 

(year) 



s ... 

v * x 

- x 




lab io -dental 
labio -dental 
lab io^dental 
bilabial 
bilabial v-k 




f If 
fli 
fit 
fli 
fli 



(buy it) 

(cut it up) 
(buy it) ' 
(cut it up) 
(cutitup) 



i* bilabial : 

V> labio -dental v' : : ! 

bilabial * ' ; ? 

labio -dental 
VI - labio-dental " "V;* 



td (to be light) Vi -5 • ’ labio-dental , ; ' ' a s 

fd (to be light) labio-dental 

fd (to beat) a' bilabial. vn 

fd (to be light)- 5 1 labio-dental ‘ 

fd (to beat) 1 f ! bilabial v . - ! > ■> 



j*d * 


( sea) v* 


fd 


(misery) 


fd 


(misery) 


,fd 


(sea) 


fd 


(misery) 


f* 


(bone) 


fd 


(feather) 




» (bone) " ’ 


fd 


(feather) 


fd 


(feather) 



$ 




bilabial 

labio-dental 

labio-dental 

bilabial 

labio-dental 



* bilabial 

labio-dental 
V \ bilabial > 
labio-dental 
labio-dental 






** 4 

i.i J» 
f , • . 




bocoUco dcoudo coDcooo 













fd 

fd 

fd 

fd 

fd 

fd 

ftf 

fd 

fd 

fH 



/f 

(year) 

(sea) . 
(bone) 

(debt) 

(to be light) 
(debt) 
(feather) 
(misery) 

(to beat) 

(cut it up) 



bilabial 

bilabial 

bilabial 

lab io -dental 

labio-dental 

lab io -dental 

labio-dental 

labio-dental 

bilabial 

labio-dental 



•*> r 



f ^ \ 

u 



Identify, by giving the English' gloss. 

' ' * v * 

The words for thie exercise are /Sty 'year* and /tty • debt* • 

S •* * 



fd 

.T« 

si 



(year) 

(debt) 



(year) 

(year) 

(year) 



•year 1 
• debt 1 

• year 1 

• year 1 
•year* 



The words for this exeretse are /fit/ '**7 it* and /tit/ 'cut it up*. 

t * ■ 



tit 

fit 

flj 

fif 

ni 



(cut it up) 
(buy it) 
(buy it) 
(buy it) 
(cut it up) 



* cut it up* 
•buy it* 
•buy it* 
•buy it* 

• cut it up 1 



The words for this exercise are /Sty *to beat* and /fd/ .'to be light* 



fd 

fd 



(to beat) , 
(to beat) ‘ 

( to beat) 

(to be light) 
(to be liiht) 



• to beat* *? * , 

• to beat 1 '/ 

• to beat* 

•to be light* 

• to be light* 



The words for this exercise .ere /Sty 'sea* and /tty . 'misery* . 

o ‘ , . * ■ . 



fd 

fd 

fd 

fd 

fd 



(misery) 

(misery) 

(sea) 

(misery) 

(sea) 



•misery* 

•misery* 

• sea* 
•misery* 

• sea* 



The words for this exercise are /Sty 'bone* and /tty 'feather* . 



ft 

fd 

fd 

fd 

fd 



(bone) 

(bone) 

(bone) 

(feather) 

(bone) 



•bone* 

• bone* 

•bone* 

•feather* 

•bone* 

* 



; 



o 
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bilabial /o/ vs# labio-dental /V 



Students 
words as 



should listen carefully 
said by the instructor# 



to each of the following pairs of 



dud 

ud 

mi 

mi 

udud 



•war* 

* door* 
•blood* 
•vehicle* 

• to shake • 



dvd 

vh 

vd 

vd 

vdvd 



• granary* 
•to finish* 
•a fight 1 
•to tear* 

• torn* 



Are the 



following pairs of words same or different * 



dud 



dvd 



dud 



dud 

dud 



(war) 

(granary) 

(war) 

(war) 

(war) 



dud 

dud 



S 



dvd 

dvd 



ava 



(war), 

(granary) 

(granary) 

(granary) 



D 

D 

D 

D 



vd 

ud 

ud 

vd 

ud 



(to finish) 

(door) 

(door) 

(to finish) 
(door) 



vd 



vd 



ud 

vd 

vd 



(to finish) 
(to finish) 
(door) 

(to finish) 
(to finish) 



S 

D 

S 

S 

D 



ud 

vd 

ud 

vd 

ud 



(blood) 

(a fight) 
(blood) 

(a fight) 
(blood) 



ud 

vd 

vd 

vd 

vd 



(blood) 

(a fight 
(a fight 
(a fight 
(a fight) 



f 



S 

s 

D 

S 

D 



ud 

ud 

vd 

ud 

ud 



(vehicle) 
(vehicle) 
(to tear) 
(vehicle) 
(vehicle) 



ud 

vd 

ud 

vd 

vd 



(vehicle) 
.(to tear) 
(vehicle) 
(to tear) 
(to tear) 



S 

D 

D 

D 

D 



vdvd 

udud 

vdvd 

udud 

udud 



(tom) 

(to shake) 
( torn) 

(to shake) 
(to shake) 



udud 

udud 

udud 

udud 

vdvd 



(to shake) 
(to shake) 
( to shake) 
(to shake) 
(torn) . 



D 

S 

D 

S 

D 



Do the 



following words contain bilabial /«/ or labio-dental /V* 



dvd 

dud 

dvd 

dud 



(granary) 

(granary) 

(war) 

(granary) 

(war) 



labio-dental 
labio-dental 
bilabial * 
labio-dental 
bilabial 



•. ft '• 



xx i 













I un,,, L .U mtmmm * ij p ^ 



vd 

od 

vd 

vd 

od 


(to finish) 
(door) 

(to finish) 
(to finish) 
(door) , 


• labio-dental 
bilabial 
labio-dental ! 
lab io -dental 
bilabial 


ml 

oil 

oil 

oil 

oil 


, (a fight) 
(blood): 
(blood) 
(blood) 
(blood) . 

4 


labio-dental 

bilabial 

bilabial 

bilabial 

bilabial 

3P- * # 

* ^ 


ml 
* oil 
ml 

v5 

oil 


W » »* * 

(to tear) 
(vdhiole) 

(to tear) 

. ; ( to tear) 
(vehicle) 


labio-dental 

bilabial 

labio-dental 

labio-dental 

bilabial 


oiloil 
miml 
oiloil 
" miml 
oiloil 


(to shake) 
( torn) , 
(to shake) 
( torn) * 

• , (to shake) 


bilabial 

labio-dental , 

bilabial 
labio-dental 
bilabial 


miml 
ml 
oil 
dod 
ml 
dod 
, od 
oiloil 
vd 
oil 


(torn) 

(to tear) 
(blood) 
(war) / 

(a fight) 
(war) 

(door) 

(to shake) 
(to finish) 
>' (blood) 


labio-dental 

labio-dental 

bilabial 

bilabial 

labio-dental 

bilabial 

bilabial 

bilabial 

labio-dental 

bilabial 



Identify by giving the English gloss. 

The worts for this exercise are /*>$/ 'war* art JM/' 'granary',; 

* If* * 



dvd 



dod 
dvd 
dod . 



(granary) 

(war) 

(granary) 

(war) 

(liar) 



• granary 1 
•war* 
t granary 1 
•war* 
•war* : 



The worts for this exercise are /rt/ 'door* and /vd/ 'to finish',. 



vd 

od 

od 

od 

od 



(to finish,) 

(door) 

(door) 

(door) 

(door) 



« . ^ 



• to finish* 
•door* 
•door* 

• door 1 
•door* 



xxii 




u 



o 
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Th© words for this exercise are /wV * blood* and /vty *a fight*# 



©d 

vd 

©d 

©d 

vd 



(blood) 

(a fight) 

(blood) 

(blood) 

(a fight) 



i blood* 

•a fight* 

•blood* 

•blood* 

•a fight* 



The words for this exercise are /©ty *vehiole* and /vty ’to tear* • 



©d 

vd 

vd 

©d 

©d 



(vehicle) 
(to tear] 
(to tear] 
(vehicle, 
(vehicle) 



•vehicle* 

• to tear* 

• to tear* 

• vehic le * 

• vehicle*' 



The words for this exercise are /©d©iV *to shake* and /vdvd/ ’torn’* 



©d©d 

©d©d 

©d©d 

vdvd 

vdvd 



(to shake) 
(to shake) 
(to shake) 
( tom) 
(tom) 



• to shake* 
*to shake* 

* to shake * 

• tom* 

* tom* 



dental /d/ vs. retroflex /$/ . 



Students should listen carefully to each of the following pairs of 
words as said by the instructor# 



dfdf 

£d$ 

da 

d$ 

d 6 

d<5 

dd 



* to be long* 


dfdf . 


•going down* 


• saliva* ' 


£d$ 


* tongue * 


• to throw* 


dd 


• to cook* 


• hunger* 
•to send* 


d5 

dd 


• net* 

•to fill* 


•to plant* 


d<5 


• to arrive* 


• town* 


dd 


• gunpowder* 



Are the following pairs of words same or different ? 



did* 

dfdf 

did* 

dfdf 



(going down) 
(going down) 
(to be long) 
(going down) 
(going down) 



dfdf 

dfdi 

dfdf 

dfdf 

dfdf 



(going down) 
(to. be long) 
(to be long) 
(to be long) 
(going down) 



dd5 
dd5 
& dS 
dd« 



( saliva) 
( saliva) 
( saliva) 
(tongue) 
( tongue) 



dd5 

dd§ 

ddS 

ddS 

dd§ 



(saliva) 
(tongue) 
(saliva) 
(tongue) 
( tongue) 



xxiil 










mum 









CO CO CO t> CO CO O CO O CO 






i ji . 1 . M.mimmsmmmmmmmmmm 



dd 

df 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(to throw) 
(to cock) 
(to throw) 
(to oook) 
(to throw) 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(to throw) 
(to throw) 
(to oook) 
(to cook) 
(to oook) 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(net) 

net) 

.hunger) 

(hunger) 

(net) 






dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(hunger) 

(hunger) 

(hunger) 

(net) 

(net) 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(to 

(to 

(to 

(to 

(to 



fill) 

fill) 

fill) 

fill) 

fill) 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



to send) 
to send) 
;to fill) 
(to send) 
(to fill) 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(to plant) 
(to plant) 
to plant) 
,to arrive) 
(to plant) 



\ 

i 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(to arrive) 



(.to, arrive) 

( 



* to plant) 

( to arrive) 
(to arrive) 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 



(town) 
(gunpowder) 
(town), , 
(town) 
(gunpowder) 



dd 

dd* 

d* 

dd 

d a 



(gunpowder) 

(town) 

( town) 

(gunpowder) 

(gunpowder) 



Do the following E words 



contain dental /<V or' retroflex /$/* 

% 



4£<tf 

dldi 

d£d£ 

d£dt 

d£d£ 



1* 

(going down) 
(going, down) 
(to he long] 
* down] 
be long, 




retroflex 

retroflex 

dental 

retroflex 

dental 



ddd 

ddd 

dd5 

ad3 

ddS 



( saliva) 
( tongue), 
(saliva) 
(saliva) 
( saliva) 



dental 

retroflex 

dental 

dental 

dental 



dd 

dd 



’dd 

dd 



(to oook) 
(to throw) 
(to cook) 
(to cook), 
( to, throw) 



retroflex 

dental 

retroflex 

retroflex 

dental 



■ul, 




D 



S 

D 



D 

D 

3 

D 



D 

S 

D 

3 



D 

D 

3 

S 

D 



D 

D 

3 

D 

3 






( r 












- u *"' wmm rnmmmsmmmm m mmmmmmm 



i 



da 

d$ 

dd 

dd 

d6 


(net) f 

(he it) 

(hunger) 

(hunger) 

(net) . • ‘ 

* « 


. retroflex 
retroflex 
dental 
dental 
retroflex 


da 

da 

da n • 

da 

da 


(to send) 1 
(to fill) 

( to' send) 

(to fill) 

( to send) 1 


s dental 

retroflex 
dental ; 
retroflex 
dental 


da 

da 

da 

da 

da 


(to plant) 
(to arrive) 
(to plant) 
(to arrive) 
(to arrive) 


dental 

retroflex 

dental 

retroflex 

retroflex 

,* 1 


dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 


(town) 

(town) 

(gunpowder) 

(gunpowder) 

(gunpowder) 

ft * , V 


•\> : ** 

dental 
- dental. w . 
retroflex 
retroflex 
retroflex 


dd 

dd a 
did! 
;.dd 

da 

da A 
did! 
, da 

dd 

did! 


(to oook) 
(gunpowder) 
(to be long) 
( to send) 
(net) 
to; fill) 
[going down) 
[ to, plant) 
hunger) 
to.be. long) 


retroflex 

retroflex • 

dental 

dental 

retroflex 

retroflex 

retroflex ’ 

dental 

dental 

dental 



t r 



.Identify by giving the English gloss* 

The words for this exercise are /dfdf/ 'to be long' and /did*/ 
.'going down'* • - ’ 



did! 

dfdi 

did* 

dfdi 

didf 



f/ 



(to be long) 
(going doxm) 
(going .down) 
(going down) 
(going down) 



• to be long* 

• going down* 

• going down* 
•going down* 
•going down* 



H f 



;A 



The words for this exercise hre /idS/ • saliva * ' and /AdV •tongttf 1 * 

^ ^ • { •<'*,» . v: 

adS 



ddS 

IdS 



( saliva) 
( saliva) 
(tongue) 
( saliva) 
(tongue) 



• saliva* 
» saliva* 

• tongue* 

• saliva* 

• tongue • 
















The words for this exercise are /dd/ ‘to throw* and /dd/ 1 to 

* 



cook* 



da 

da 

da 

da 

da 



(to cook) 
(to oook) 
(to throw) 
(to cook) 
(to throw) 



•to cook* 

• to cook* 

• to throw* 

• to cook* 

• to throw* 



The words for this exercise are /d«/ 'hunger* and /<tt/ ,net ' 



dd 

dd 

dd 

dd 

da 



(hunger) 

(net) 

(hunger) 

(hunger) 

(net) 



•hunger* 
•net* 
•hunger* 
•hunger* 
• net* 



velar /y/ vs# pharyngal /h / • 



Students should listen carefully 
said by the instructor#' * 



to the following pairs of words as 



yd 

yaa 



* sun* 
•flowing* 



hd 

haa 



•to educate* 
•broad* 



Are the following pairs of words sane or different? 



V ! 

yd 

hd 

hd 

yd 

hd 

yd 

hd 



(sun) 

(sun) 

(sun) 

(to educate) 
(to educate) 
(sun) 

(to educate) 
(sun) 

(sun) 

(to educate) 



yd 

hd 

yd 



yd 

hd 

hd 

hd 

hd 



( sun) 

(to educate) 
( sun) . 

( sun) '• 
(sun) 

(sun) 

(to educate) 
(to educate) 
(to educate) 
( to educate) 



S 

D 

S 

D 

D 

S 



S 



D 

D 

S 



haa 
haa 
yaa 
haa 
yaa 
haa 
yaa 
haa 
* y aa 
yaa 



(broad) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(broad) 

(fiowing) 

(flowing) 



yda 

haa 

haa 

haa 



yaa 

yaa 

yaa 

yaa 

haa 

haa 



(flowing) 
(broad) 
(broad) 
(broad) 
(flowing] 
(flowing] 
(flowing, 
(flowing, 
(broad) 
(broad) 



D 

S 

D 

S 

S 

D 



D 

D 






i / 5 

* 



xxvi 




o 



,1 












mam 









D 



Do the following words contain velar /y/ or pharyngal /h / % • 



y| 

hd 

v i 

hd 

hd 

yf 

hd 

Y a 

Y ! 

Y d 



(sun) 

(to educate) 
(sun) 

(to educate) 
(to educate) 
(sun) 

(to educate) 
(sun) 

(sun) 

(sun) 



velar 

pharyngal 

velar 

pharyngal 

pharyngal 

velar 

pharyngal 

velar 

velar 

velar 



, 



ydd 

hdd 

hdd 

ydd 

ydd 

hdd 

hdd 

ydd 

had 

ydd 



(flowing) 

(broad) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(flowing) 

(broad) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 



velar 

pharyngal 

pharyngal 

velar 



velar 

pharyngal 

pharyngal 

velar 

pharyngal 

velar 



v ! 

Y? 

hd 

yd 

hdd 

ydd 

hd 

hdd 

hdd 



yd 



(sun) 

(sun) 

(to educate) 
(sun) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(to educate) 

(broad) 

(broad) 

(sun) 



velar 

velar 

pharyngal 

velar 

pharyngal 

velar 

pharyngal 

pharyngal 

pharyngal 

velar 



Identify by giving the English gloss. 

The words for this exercise are /yd/ 'sun' and /hd/ 'to educate*. 



hd 

hd 

hd 

yd 

hd 

yd 



hd 

yd 

hd 



(to educate) 
(to educate) 
(to educate) 
(sun) 

(to educate) 
(sun) 

(sun) 

(to educate) 
(sun) 

(to educate) 



• to educate* 

• to educate* 

• to educate 1 

• sun* 

• to educate* 

• sun* 

• sun* 

• to educate* 

• sun* 

• to educate* 



l 

i 




Fir*** 






The words' for this exercise are MV •'™* in S r and MV ‘broad*. 



v§* 

ha£ 

ydi 

hd£ 

h£d 

ydd 

lift 

h$d 

hd<! 

ytt 



(flowing) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

(broad) 

(broad) 

(flowing) 

i flowing) 
broad) 
broad) 
(flowing) 



t flowing* 
t broad* 
t flowing* 
* broad* 

* broad* 
t flowing* 

* flowing* 
t broad* 

* broad* 

t flowing* 



O 









* 







i* 





,a 



3 

1 




.? 



1 






\ 





mmmm 












D 



i 



i 
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O 

ERIC 



II. Some Tongue Twisters 

r ■- 

’ f - » m.-r.nt. 

lilba* bddabada. blme, bdiiina, ab^uirfi babibo/ bowuMw, 



5 abebdbo. 



I bebl 4| bblcuku , babld 



*•*+ <V; * * 
, #+* 



Oi 



,*• . . !k 



jT" 

* ^ /* 
V 



• V* -s ‘ i* ^ 



v i . r 



tf* . f f 



v J C ** '. • 



i&U, d*» 4<5chl, d*d«» <tfdl. ii&Ml, ddlTd<*do, didddo, dddddddal, 
dddzi, d<5dzl : , dddddil, ddSdede, ^ddd.ddd'i 1 dddddo,. 'dildaftt, ddddbd# - 
ddedada, dldd^d, dadttsf, dddede, danedUdu, Adaoudddb , ddboudddo , 



dased^d? 



-<* * , » , 
» y * k * t * * 
' wV%> .Sift 



* V * «> 

, tf \ Or. *• 



$ ■, " o *•* 



» a " V* 

■ft f /v .** *- / ’■ * * *<;vr '- 
b t / / ^ k » ^ * n.* *.* / 



■*}Q‘ 






ft. a * 



t w 



f # V "i .,*» <jS vj « #-V* 1 



A r- V- , *\ 

L<‘V • ' ? .* * . 



LuX 



„r.W, 



v ■• , .<* , ft 



:*C?IOP‘; ii v ■•■•■y 



fd, /d, fdfdfu, /dfOf<X, /AfAf*# /dfAf*# /iid&du, fof<5, amefofd/3/o, 
fafa/d, /d/S# fliteld, dAfAfd, afokpa/lefe, rad/ld /df£ nd mdxe /d/4 

fe 



h. v. x 

hd, xd, yd, yld, hlddzda, xld, heyf, xdyl, ydyl, ydye, xdxi, 
ydyldfe, dhaydye, ddnti ydbuyabu, hid, xld loo, hda, xdbuxabu, /d xld, 
yed&du, y eylyl , yedze/d, yddddyZ, hl^bdbia, ylddodo, hdxdxe 



m. n, n 

md, nd, gd, md, nd, gd, megd, mdnumdrald, mdllg^jd, qgogbdn3ld, 
amegdtinSld, mlanSvfnydnd, mfanbvfgdtsti, ndnie, amegtizBld 



v. o. w 

vd, od, wd, doa, fiwd, dva, ldoo, aveluud, avelihS, wozemqfd, udtrd, 
vemevfvi, vendwbwo, doawo/d, awobddodo, awlsmats/kd, vetaTdflUft 
vend, dvlfafa, odnydednyd, doawogbe, vovoyi, awoeud, doawooil, 

dviwowo, wldwldi, oioli nyufe Id mdoli 



xxvix 























i*T 



dz. ts 



W " % ■ . - w-v 6 ’ 



dzldildd.; dzf,U(54mB/a,; dzf4esbe=, .t8|^oto£g^|^ tsid^gb4,,^B£ .d8£ J 

* « '** *..**' ** 

dzldzeme, tsidzadza, dzaQgbe, ,dzaQgbe,tft5lar ^itaSts^*, , tsid»<5dzde , 
kpddzodzo, dzftsfdzodzoegbd 



^ / * A 

>■■■' £ «V 



, -C 5? sC ;/ - •• j 1 .* * •• * *«■'"! * 0.%* i* j ’ f; CJ I 



r ^ <*» I* & 

(\ r* ; ;•■ V 



F b ‘ kp 



V, <f» \ <>• 

■ ' * r* * 

**. ; V,!*'** s ‘ 



*.■■'■* .. f/J.M 



■> ; ■ 4 *' *» 

.«• * >*\ . * r 






* *..■■;* * 5 ? 



gbddggb^* gbadzaa ^ v fcp£kpax9! | to®?.*; ^R^QS&i: 

: ki)4»yigba^ gbikp^ gb$d4gb4,«^ ^>4g&Wf.# * 
gbSgbogblo, klogbadza, kpolimStsrh^i gbodid^f^i kpokployl^^i||| 
gbdbdbdgbli, gbokpokplo, gbdddgbdd^* kpdkpaldt>ui $ kpdgbonol£* 



;■> 



dgbaddnukpdkpui 



% v if*., 

f j* 



*•«,•**: .W'. 



■ % * A *r^> 4 , ‘v 

% ti i ft--* a 



<<}•:>*■{,'■> ;■•'■ ■ v v. *r.M?rs, 

i_ b-»L ;.'•«•■ Sr^ii ,.%'\}i’-Ub % ki*$tn tS'V-t 



,-a 






!iX.' 



t i::'ijc i*vZ$ it'p- , J.%3* ..Its inhcs< ‘iS:A ,Js.t* *H’ **£ 

5% ; 30Xhili ^oia |0'-.i3^W(x^ * v ti 1 v <*^ ^ 

,rb.± tl 4 ohc-.(.Kii: t zi<uhS?!' 



^ 4 ; 






s 5 r 



it’s’ 



' ft t»* if •■»>«. * •* 0 t f -* w 
t-iXu - V J l/f i S£&? ft P-. <*>-•'* f Ji”i v • >. •■: ft .uXtJui. */#/», &*’*»' ■* 



tv * C ^ v 



ft^rUXova -gox-.lo?. t •-? ^.C 

G- ft^Jlad , afefv£ ! - T a oJ>o.p^ -^va >,$-*$ rfhW't *£vl\??^r 

* * .» ' * * 

^ b ciovili < s oi-xii ft .1 v ev ov' » v o :.\c •■• • c, ^ ft k \tt% nk^:. &p. t V '- r " j . ^ ^ 

XXtfte hX ehr-’X ilvtv <khi I'lv 



'.-.A 



dW 



1 
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Unit I 
Greetings 



Dialogue 1 : 
K: Komla 



Subject Pronouns' 
Asking Questions 
General Greetings (lritho city)* 

A:* Akuwa 



* \ 



* t 



K: 



f 6 



Af6 



dfdd? 



Ef dd? 



to get up 
you got up * * 
did you get up?.' 
How are you?’- 1 



A: 



% 

S 



mdf d 



E i i&df 5 • 



yes 

I got up. 

I'm fine, thanks. 



^ s. 



K: 



*J V ■ 



ddv£4w<5 



the children 



hS 



* V 



also, even 



V " t y M » 4 



Ddvfdwd hS f dd? 



How are the children? 



A: 



wdf d 



E, wdfd. 



they got up 
They 1 re fine. 



Motes: 

1. A relatively short exchange of greetings is more common in the 

city. In the country, tdiere people are in less of a hurry, 

*• * £ *'■ * * * ^ *' • -*• 

longer greeting^ Are ' more usual. f * 

2. Note the difference in the following pairs of sentences. 

% ♦ - 

/df 6/ »you got up* ’ 

/dfdd/ 1 did? you get up?* 1 fcV . 


















2 



I* 
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ERIC 



/ddvfdwd h3 f6/ * The children got up also.* 

/ddvfdwd ha ?&&/ *Did the children get up too?* 

/-£/at the end of a sentence marks a yes-no question* 

Literally# the above conversation means: 

Did you get up (in good health)? 

Yes, I got up. 



# 0 % 
Efoa? 



E, mdfd. 



Ddvfdwd ha f $d? 



E, w<5fd. 



Did the children get up too? 
Yes, they pot up. 



Dialogue 2 : homing (In the cityX 

K: Komla Ko: Kofi 



K: 



Mdni l 



horning l 



Ko: 



dfddmd 

d£? 



home 



Mdnf, dfddmd d£ (or dfddmdtdwd 
d<$)* 



how about, what about, 

and (denotes a question) 2 
Morning, how 1 s everyone at home? 



K: 



If 



¥<$li. 



to be there 
They 1 re fine. 3 



Ko: 



mfdf 6 
nytffd 

Midfd nytifdd? 



you (pi.) got up^ 
well 



You* re all well? 



K: 



ml if 6 



E, mfdfd nytfie 



- 2 - 



we got up 

i 

Yes, we* re all 3 fine. 



f 1 

v . <f 



o 



o 
















I 



3 



Notes: 

1. From English morning . It is used on the coastal, areas, the 
Agio area and especially in, Accra where there is a great 
mixture of tribes. * , . ; 

2* Note the following sentences. 

/af^dmd/ *home* A*. t „. \* 

* 

/dj*£dmd d^/ * How * s (everyone at) home? 1 

/d£vf£w<5/ *the children* " , ' 

/d$v£dwd d^/ *How are the children? *$ * Where are the children?) 

* and the children? * .. 

/d^/ at the end of a noun phrase may be translated *how is?*# 

* where is?** * what is?.* .or *and...?*# depending; on. the context* 

3. /w<5lf/ Literally: *They are there •* /It/ * to be there* is 

here used synonymously with /f6/ and /d6/. 

4* /df6/ *you (sg.) got up* 

/ra£df$/ *you (pi.) got up* 

Ewe makes a distinction between the second person- Singular 
and plural. -A * : 3; 

Dialogue 3 s Good Morning (In the country) 

. Ab : Abla , • Am:>„Awa . . 



Mix 



Qdi, &f££mdt6w<5 d^? 



*-' r €f 



6t6 



Efd. 



wmmm 



Ab: 



*■. v« • . (Good) morning! 
Am: 



**% 



e r . * * \ 



Good morning* hqw*s everyone' 
at home? - *, * : * -A 



Ab: 



he, she, it got\up? 



-3- 



Fine. 















msm 



■ * f*n YWilw 



I. 



Am: 



Ddvfdwd dd? 



How about the children? 



, r 



» a *» 



Ab: 



V4\t (or, V6t6) . 



They* re fine. 



* ‘ t. 



Am: 



„ t %* 

t *. « tp* 



4 > ^ 



W<5f d nytiidd? 



They* re all* well? 



; v *. 



Ab: 



v «3 *1 * \ ^ 

* • *«V # . 

* s - V * 



E# ddvldwd? 



Yes 9 and your c hildren? 



'v . s 



L Jf» V- 



£ V 



Am: 



Wdli e 



They* re fine. 



Ab: 



1 /df’d hyd£d&? 



They 1 re all well ? 1 



Am: 



f * 

S * 



% 

«» 

£. 



Yes 



Notes: 



. - . * -. , ? 



1. 



1 How's everyone at home ? 1 



#♦ * *■■*• 

- i 






, f , f „ * /*, v *** f* 
♦ ’ * *«» *■ >: . 



/dfddmdtdwd dd/ 

* /dfddmdtdwd/ :: ... r - 

/ddvfdwd dd/ 

/ddv£dw<5/ # . V*- r * 

If the context is clear# /dd/ may be omitted in questions like 

the above. 

J , v » 

2* Ewe makes ho gender* distinction in the third person singular 



'How are the children?' 

;I; -VU;*. X * i’ * " ° ‘ . “ 



pronoun* 

The "Subject Pronouns: 



* ^ . \ * > /» 
'«r Ov, ; 



/mdfd/ »I got up* /midfd/ »we got up 1 

/dfd/ 'you (sg*) got up' /midfd/ 'you (pi*) got up' 

/dfd/^he, she, it got up' /wdfd/ 'they got up' - 

-4- 



o 



o 



<■ ) 














h 1 •■ * ...•■■ u >i «> b ! i if ... i ! ... 1 1 . u i u,«.j pimiiippnninimivii^^ 



♦ ) 



I. 



1st person / 
2nd person 
3rd person 



3ingular 

rad- v - *» 

• V** * 

d- 

d- 



4+ 



Plural 
mid- . * 
jiild- 
wd- 

The pronouns are ml and gi j but e acts as a liaison 

between certain pronouns and verbs and/or verb tenses* 

*•» *<* * — 

This e is not id* part of tho pronoun* 

Dialogue it : Good Afternoon (In the country) 

K: Kosi A: Abla 



K: i 



Qdot 



(Good) afternoon l 



A: 



A * 



Qdo, gdd dfeame dd? 



S* V. >< t- Vi 



* J 



(form of respect)' 

Good afternoon, how 1 s everyone 
at home? 



K: 



d 6 



Ed 5. 



to sleep 
Pine. 2 



. .*» * V * 



A: 



Ddvldwd dd? 



How about the children?: 



K: 



* ■ - **• 
% ’4 



W<5dd, ddvldwd? 



They* re fine* and your children? 



A: 



f 



Wdfd nydld 



They* re fine* 



Notes: ;* 



: 



1* /gdd/ is a respect form used by a woman to a man, a commoner 

^ * 

to a chief, or in any situation where one wishes to show v 
respect* 






p • 







1 









6 



I. 



r , ft 



4 f 
^ - 



Z. Literally# 'It (i.e.# the household)elept well. 1 This 
is when e 'it 1 is used instead of wd~'they f * '•** 
Dialogue 5 : Good Evening! * 4 



K: Kosi 



Ko: Kodzo 



* * 






IT p * . 

•* A. r •*>*#* ’ -•* * 



Ks 



♦ft * ! 

« ** 



* f , » *> **??•' 

V* A* xrf i# i « kk* 



* " / 






# # 



piet 



t t* 4# ■ \* * 



f *S* * 



Ko: 



tObOd)^ evening! 

: ,v ? a *"*•-*. i 



L3 '*.• 






PiC gdd# dfdrfmd? 



b ,:***■* 



s 9 > 

* *# “ * a '*' * 



v V» 



K 



• ^ 

• * «• - 



# # 
Edo* 



Ddvfdwo? 



fr i ►, *■ ' 



Kot 



I 1 1 1 



Goodbvening# hbw 1 a everydrie 

at horib*^ *•“ :v ' ; ‘ : 

Fine* 

How about the children?’ 



3 *-v 3 * ■*• 



f> * s.-' ♦ 



V .. * v* 



Wdlf. 

W6d6 nydldd? 
srS 

sfdwdii 
E# srSwda dd? 

« ae«r M :• 1 3 1 x.v c ■ c br~s 

# t 

Eli. 

Ddvidwd? 



K: 



Ko:: 



vv 



** t f Y £ * 



* * * 



oOl 



^ <*« 



K: 



r *■»♦ r, 

- « V 



,U * v 3*» XT 



They're fine* 

They're all well? 

m 

4 

wife# husband# spouse 
your wife# huibbnd* ' 
Yes, how's your wife? 



« OXi 



** 5 V' * -Ko: 



<• v a: 



t '♦ % ,# #• * (F* V Y t 

; w*-* i : ro.c 



She's fine. 



* *■ ♦ 

O X A ■ 



How about the children? 



n r r/-W 



«V*'**». * * * 



c oS wn? .• O -Jfer"”-' mo* «i \ f *'\ 

W<Slinyii£*. w> a/orfw •.. . ■ They*** r4n*P 



f ‘ H* ** 

£ O* » & « *>+ * 



»6*» 



s ;i t 













wn •.>•« m.M W«P WMIUJW WIW V fswwu. WW, J* u ji J 
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Supplementary V ocabulary: 
fofowo# or# tdwd 
daw 6 (or# ndwd) 
tdgbxif 
radmd 
ndvfwdwd 

Grammatical Drill 
1. Respond with the appropriate 
Examples: Srowda dd? 

Ddvlawd dd? 

Aj*damd dd? 

2» Respond with the appropriate 

Srowda dd? 

Noviwdwd dd? 

Pofowo dd. 

3 

Dawd d d? 

Mdmd dd? 

3 . Respond with the appropriate 

Mdmd dd? 



your father 
you r mother 

grandfather# father (if elderly) 
grandmother# mother (if elderly) 

your brothers# sisters# cousins 

*■ 

pronoun + /fd/. 

# 

Ef o • 

W<5fd. 

Efo (or# wofo). 
pronoun + / li/ • 

Eli. 

W<5lf • 

# 5 

Eli. 

# % 

Eli • 

# % 

Eli. v 

pronoun + /dd/ • 

Edo* 



Devlawd dd? 
Pofowd dd? 
Srowda dd? 



Wddo • 
# 

Edo. 

Edo. 



Af 4am4 cl« E do (° r * w<5do) * 

4. Respond with the appropriate pronoun + /t& nyii£4/. 

Tdgbdi Efo n ^ £6. 



Dawd dd? 
Srowda dd? 
Noviwdwd dd? 
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Efo nydld. 
Efo nyuie. 
Wdfo nyiild. 





















I. 
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Ddvtawd dd? Wdfo nydtd. 

5* Respond with the appropriate pronoun + /It nydtd/ • 



Afdamd dd? 
Dawd dd?.. 
Tdgbut dd? 
.Mam£ dd? . 
Ddvtawd dd? 



tilt nydtd (or, wdltnydld). 

Eli nydtd . ‘ 

# % # # # 

Eli nyuie. ti 

Eli nyufe. " . 

Wdli ny \114. ; 



# # 



000 



6. respond with the appropriate pronoun + /d$ nyii!4/. 

*. 

Noviwdwd dd? Wodd nydtd. 

Dawd dd? 

Srdwda dd? 

*Afeame do? 

Togbdi dd? : 

?• Respond with /e/ + the appropriate pronoun + /fd/* 

0 0 % 

Examples: Efoa? 



Edo nyuie 1 . 

00 * * * 

Edo. nyuie. 

Edo nyuie (or# wodo-nyuie). 

00 000 

Edo nyuie • 



00 # # 

E, efo. 



\ t 



% 0 % 
Efoa? 



«* % # 
E* mefo. 



Ef5 nydtdd?. 



E 1 mef 0 • 



Efoa? 



M % # 

; £ 1 .rnef o • 



Wof oa? 

Wofo nyiildd? 
Efoa? 

Hi efo nyuiea? 



0 0 



E, WOfOe 1 

E, Wofo* 
E, dfd. 

E, mi efo. 



8. Respond with /e/ + the appropriate pronoun + /ll/ 



WdllH? ' - • 

Elia? * . 

Mielfa? 

Wdli nydIIS? 
0 0 % > 

Elia t ’ • 
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E,woli. 

00 

E# mdld. 

00 0 % 

E* mieli. 
E, wdli.; 
E, dli • ' 













I . 



D 



o 

ERiC 




- * e 
\ 1 t 



* vJj 



.X 



?4 *?, •"; ff ' • 

% *• * * a *M<v 



. • 



Miedoa? * XL-,. 


E 9 miedo • , . .. , r 

%♦ * » *% *4- V* *** * * * * ^ * **-* 


v ' .'• > t.Wddd nytiiia? . *r r c , 

• V.* •* «*«'*•> 


wodo,* . .. 


Ed6a? 


a# 0 

E* medo* r ;r 


; ift-J i!.i • •«?*&*>*. - • C.-v»: S. 


( E,, wo,do., 

L % f 4V i - Kr> *r ^ * .0 .. * * i* 


10. Respond with /e/ + the appropriate pronoun + 


in the question* 




0 

Examples: Efoa? 


£ i o • 


0 

Efoa? 


00 

E, mefo* 


Efo nyuiea? 


E, mefo* 


Edo nyuiea? 


E, mefo* 


Deviawo hfi dd? 


E* wddo: 


0 0 0 + 
nyuiea 




Edoa? 


E, medo* 


SrSwoa foa? 


E* dfo. 


* # / ,s « 
Edo nyuiea? 


00 0 
E $ edo * 


Deviawo h S lia? 


E, woli* 


Wofo nyuiea? 


E, wdfo* 


Miedo nyuiea? 


E # miedo* 


Question and Answer Drill: 




Answer the question asked you by 


the instructor* 



* ^ * i' # v *r \* *-. 

* V ^ * « *y ■•■* 



^ l' 1 V \J 



:v oxc * • X 

b used... 

• X 



iinawgA’ w*w ^ ww w ~ — 

student in the class a question based on the same pattern. 
Continue in this manner until everyone has had a chance to ask 
and answer several questions* 

1. Question with /dd/ • 

Example: Instructor: A/eame dd? 

Student: Efo. Deviawd dd? 

’* - 9 - 






i 






w.«aw»s! 






10 . 

2* Question with /-£/ • 

Example: Instructor: Mielia? 

*• - m 0 * 0 S 0% t% 

Student':’ E, mieli. Deviawo fo nyuiea? 

*» 

Conversation Drill : 

Improvise a conversation on the model of the dialogues in Onlt 

* • u 

I. 






Ji , 





























Unit II 

The Pronoun 9 /nd/ and /wd/ 



Dialogue 1 
E: Edward 



K: Kwasi 



Ndfiala did suktivi ne nydd? 



dgble 

dgbldddld 

ati 

a tike 

atikewola 

dd 

ddyold 



ya 



Agbldddld menyd 
Kofi ya nyd sukuvi 



a # 



Nye ya dtfkewold menyd 



am© 

ka 

o «;A 

ameka 



sia 



mmmm 



,* ' 

The Demonstratives / sia/ 
Uses of the Particle /ya/ 



us 



Are you a teacher or a 



student? 1 



K: 



farm 



farmer 



tree 



root 

doctor* herbalist 
illness, sickness 
doctor (healer of illness) 
on the other hand^ • 



I am a farmer# : • ‘ ? 

Kofi, . on the other hand# is a 

’ student# 



E: 



I,* on the other hand, am a 



doctor# 



K: 



person 
which, who 



who 



man 

this 3 
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(2 



r 



giitsu sia 

0 % 

Ameka enye qiltsu sia?; /;.. 

©ya fc&Y. 

to 

tow<5 



this man 

Who is this mfcn? $, 
he also 
citizen 

Citizen* citizens 



Bya hS nye Amerikatowo • 

, Ndfiala wpnye. 

]jdi nawd, Bob; agbledela sia 
gkd 6ny6 Kwasi • 



He also is an American# 

Heris a teacher# 

Good morning* Bob; this farmer* s 
name is Kwasi# 



Notes : 

1. /nd/ *you,(sg.), and /$/ *you,( sg.), freely alternate as 
subject of a sentence# /enye nufiala/ *you(sg#)* are a 
teacher#* /nenye nufiala/ *you (sg#)* are a teacher* 1 
2.. /ya/'onthe ©therhand, but* is used to place the noun it 

'follows in: opposition to another. /Kofi ya nye ;suli$vi/ 
'Kofi on the: other hand is a student.' or 'But Kofi is, a 
student.' (Vben speaking; of Kofi and someone else who has, 
; - another occupation.)...,/. 

3. /sia/ (pi. /siawS/) 'this' is the demonstrative adjective. 
It follows the noun it modifies. /Qutsu sia nye nufiala/ 



’•This man is\a- teacher* 1 ;. * •" ' *v •'* * r % 

4 # /Amerikato/ * American, American citizen# * /Amerikatowd/ 

’Americans* American citizens# * /to/ ’citizen* citizen of* 

may be used in the plural /tow<5/even when it ref era to only 

one person.:- The choice is optional# /to/* /towo/ is,. 

suffixed to the name of a country* city* town or pillage 

to signify resident or citizen of that place# / Ghanato/ 

/ Ghana towd/ »Ghanaian( s) * / To go t V / To go towo/ * Togolese * -12 . 

/GCto/ /Ge towo/ . ’resident Of- Accra’ • 










v ** ' 

K S' 



TWW O 



ERIC 



II 



Dialogue 2 
K: Kofi 



B: Bob 



K: 



nd 

wd 



ndwd 
Ndi ndwd ? 

Ndi# dfda? 
ndfiala 
(n)e 

B. Ndfiala ndnydd? 



B: 

K: 



B: 



wd 



I, ndfiala mdnyd 
Woa dd? 

0 

suktivi 

did 



K: 



Sukdvi nye ya menyd# 

% # % * • * ' 



Afrikdtowo alo Amorikatowo 
ndnyda? 

Amerikatowo menyd. 



B: 



to give# for# to 



you 

« & 

to you 

Good morning to you? 

Good morning# how are you? 
« teacher 
you (singular) 

Fine /Yes?. Are you a 
teacher? 
you (emphatic) 



Yes# 1 am a teacher# 
What about you# 
student 



or 



2 

I an only a student# 

Are you African or American? 



I am American# 



Notes : 

1. /via. i.6/ ia the result of the contraction of /wo+ya <W 
'And you op the other hand?' or 'How about you?' /yV ia 

usually contracted with /wd/ to form /woe/. 

2. When /ya/ does not follow a noun directly, it can often 

be better translated as 'but' or 'only' or ' Just* • 

/Sukflvi nye ya menyd/ 'I'm only a student.' 

-13- 
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Dialogue 3 

B: Bob K: Kosi 



Bs 



Qlisitowo 

Qlisitowo odtsd sia nydd? 



Ks 



English 

Is this man English? 



E, fllisitowo wdnyd • 
Afrikatoe Kofi nyed? 

£, Afrikatod Kofi ya nyd. 



Bs 

K: 






Yes, h© is English. “ 

Is Kofi African? <• 

Yes, Kofi, on th© other h«id, 
is an African* 



Dialogue 






B: Bob 



K: Kosi 



Suktivi ndnydd? 

j* >. - 

o (or ao) 

0, agbledela meny©* 
Wda dd? 

Tdgdtdwo 
Ndfiala men yd* 
Tdgrftd ndnydd? 

E, Tdgdtd roenyd* 
Wddd? 

a % # * 

Amerikatowo meny©* 



B: 

K: 



Bs 



K: 



B: 



Are you a student? 
no 

w 

No, I am a farmer* 
And you? 

Togolese 
I am a - teacher • 

* * ** V 

Are you Togolese? 

« 

Yes, I am Togolese. 
And you? 

I am American* 

. * 



f * 4 

Comprehension t> 

Kosi nye Afrikatowo. Enye Togoto agbledela. Kofi ya nye 

sukdvi. Hutsu eiawo nye Amerikatowo. £sia nye Bob.. iSnye 

v • ’ . • * * 

# # * * •- * 
ndfiala* Edward ya. nye doyola* , 
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A. Questions Based on the Comprehe nsion 

1. Afrikatowo Kosf nyea? 

2. Tdgotowo wdnydd? 

3 . Suktivi dl <5 dgbldddld Kosi nydd? 

4» Suktivi dl<5 dgbldddld Kofi ya nyda? 

5. Aroerikatowo aid dfrikdtdwo Bob nydd? 

6. Nrifiala Bob nydd? 

7. Ddyold did nrifiala Edward nydd? 

B* Questions for the Class 
# 

1. Sukflvi ndnydd? 

2# Ndfiala menydd? 

3« Ndfiala dl<5 suktivi gdtsd sia nydd? 
!).• Yevd (white man) wdnydd? 





mmm 



5 



; 

■\ 




mmm 






mmmi 
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Unit III 

The Definite Article 

- § • ^ * 

Dialogue 1 

% 

E: Edward K: Kosi 



E: 



ame 

ka 



ameka 
Id (or, a) 



* * 



■ ndfldld * 

Amekae nye ndfialaa-Bob did 
Kofia? 

4 * f 

yd, d 

Bobe nye ndfialaar (or; 
ndfiala Id) • - 

* # A * 

Kofi nyd sukuvi. - 

ddtugbui ' * ’ : ’* 

O i * ^.5 tsadild 



Ks 



E: 






Sukflvi did tsadild(e)-detugbui 

si a nyda? '* * 

Suktivi e wdnyd. * 

ddkdkpui 

Amdka dnyd ddkdkpui si a? 

' v * a/dto 



K: 

E: 



K: 



Aj*dtb Browne . 



The Emphatic / e/ 



person, human 

what, which (question 

particle) 

who - . 

the (definite article), 

.1 



this' 



«.*’■* teacher 

Who is the teacher Bob or 



Kofi? 



* * : it is? 

It ’ is\Bob who is the teacher } 
•” ( Bob i s the teacher ) • 

Kofi is a student.^ 
young lady . v 
visitor, Wandere* *<«,* 
Is this young lady a student 

* 6r a visitor? 

She. is a student 

young man, 'gentleman 

Who is this gentlemm? 

Mister 



He is Mister Brown. 



-ld- 
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III. 



E: 



ny<5 

dnyo 



1 t 

v * 



gtito 

dnyo oil to 



(be) good^ 

( he ,‘ sire / it) i s 'good 
very, much 



’ i * - » <* 



it Is very nice/ it" is 



*•* *i « «4 



Oo^ efdd, 4fdto Brqw n« 
Mefo nyuie. 

Notes: 



B: 



very good 

Well, how are you, Mr. Brown. 



I am well, thank you. 



1 i 



Z/l&/;ov~/&/ is a demonstrative adjective, and it selves as 
the definite article after a substantive. Similar to the 
adjectives and other noun modifiers it follows 'the noun it 
modifies, e.g. /ati/ « tree* /%ti li/ or .-/ ati a/ ' the . tree* . 

If there is an adjective modifying the noun the article /l V 

, v? 

or /&/ follows .the. adjective, e.g. /agble/ *farm* >/ga/ 
ibigi /agble gc Id/ 1 the big farm* (li^e^allyr farm big,, the). 
The* definite article is normally used when the noun it? modifies 



has already f been previously mentioned or knowh. . Thus it. is 



'■’i 



2. 



not used as bftenoas it is used in English. / s*% 

/yd/ or. /d/ . * it is* places a substantive or a pronoun noticeably 

in opposition to ahother. The./ye/ror /e/ (which is more 
common, due .to ease of pronunciation) is suffixed^ to the noun 
it emphasises. . Compare, the following exampless .. ‘ - 

4 

' . /Kofi ny4 raifiaiy ’Kofi is a teacher* simply announces 

what Kof i*p profession happens to be. 
/Kofie riye n»Sf iala/ Literally* *it is Kofi wlio is a 

: I . teacher* (in opposition,,!® someone 



v/v* * *— 






else) e 
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hi. 



However, this type of construction is much more common in 
Ewe than the construction f it is Bob who*.. 1 is in English. 

Note that the pronoun e is attached to the preceding verb, 
e.g. /enyo uto/ 1 it is very good. 1 The emphatic e is attached 
to the noun or whatever it emphasizes, e..g. /Kof ie nye nufiala/ 

* * u • * ' « * * t 

. * • * - * , 4 

’it is Kofi who is the teacher. * /Amekae nye esia?/ ’Who is 
this?’ 

, - * * * - * t ^ . 

-* ♦ t « f - ' 

3. To emphasize the substantive predicate, you place it at the 

, 

C V 

beginning of the sentence and you add the emphatic to it. 

* ** , 

M * * ' * . * . * 

/suktivl Kofi nyd/ ’Kofi is a student.’ v ^ . 

* * * * * V . f 7 <? . 

/sukdvie Kofi nyd/ ’Kofi is a student (rather than 

* # r * ) * *■**'- ? r it- 

something else).’ 

* % i * 

; % 

In a short question or answer where only one substantive ^is 

used, £ follows the aibstantive and the verb is omitted,' e.g. 

Question: /Amdkae nye dek^kpui sia?/ ’Who is this man?’ 

' Answer: /Af 5 to Browhe/ ’It is Mr.BroWn.’ ..... 

end : . . ' ; . * 

Bob: /Ddyold(e) ddtugbui sia ny £•/ ’This young , lady is 

• v,; • ; ' •.< . a doctor. ' ' 

Kofi: /Amerikatdwdea?/ ’Is she American? * . ’ r-v’ 

i|.. /wd/ ’he, she, it* replaces / 6/ in an affirmative^ sentence 

' when there is some other element preceding the subject,; as 

for example: \ > ;; ' 

/sukdvie wdnyd/ ’It is a student that shells.’ or, . 

’She is a student . * * ~ # • 

5. Many words, such as ’good,’ which we consider an adjective, 

are expressed in Ewe by a verb, for example, /nyo/ ’(to) be 

-18- 
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III. 



good, is good.* Further discussion will come later in the 
book • 



Dialogue 2 

B: Bob K: Kofi 



0 0 



% 0 



% 0 % 



Kofi, Afrikatowo nenyea? 

E, Afrikatowo menye. 

Wdya dd? (or, wda dd)? 

Amerikatowo menye. 

Wdenye mifialaa? 

E, nyee nye nufiala la. 

0 

Sukdvi ndnydd? 

0, dgbledeld menyd. 
Dialogue 3 



B: 

K: 



K: dofi 



Ko: Kosi 



Amerikatowo alo Afrikatowo© 

nye gdtsd sfh? 

• * » . 

Afrikatowoe. 

Qlisitowo aid Fransetdwoe 
nye Johnd? 



Qlisiawoe. 



Amdkae nye rolfialad, Bob 
did Johnd? 

Bobenye ndfiala Id. 
Ddyold(d) John nyd. 




B: 

K: 

Bs 



K: 



Kofi, are you African? 
Yes, I am African. 

What about you? 

I am an American. 

Are you the teacher? 
Yes, I am the teacher. 
Are you a student? 

Wo, I am a farmer. 



K: 



Is this man American or African? 



Kos 

K: 



He is African. 

Is John English or French? 



Ko: 

K: 



He is English. 

Who is the teacher. Bob or 



Ko: 



John? 

Bob is the teacher. 



John is a doctor. 



~ 19 r 
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III. 

. ' > 4 * ' \ ‘ * ' V * ft V.J. 

Dialogue U •■■“"“•’'•* 

«» «., 

Bs Bob Ks Kofi 



B: 

K: 

B: 

K: 



Ndi# Kofi# doyolae d©tugbui 
sia nyd. 

.> 

AhS#^ Amerikatowoea* .. 

£# Amerikatowo© • 

Kofi nufiala nenyea* 

0# suktivie menyd. 

Note : 

1. AhS t is an exclamation equivalent to: VOli yes.*# f That 



Good Horning# Kqf i# this young 

* . * . , * « , V • 

lady is a doctor. 

* f ' , \ *, - • c \ 

Is she American* , 

^ ** . v * ^ 

» * ■ - * . ■ r \ $ 

1 * * • * **•» .* * *■ 

Yes, she is. American. 

* ^ ** 

Kofi# are you a teacher* 

,, » 

No. I am a student. 



r. *. * 



reminds me . 1 etc • 

Comprehension 

Bob nyd Amerikatdwo. Enye nufiala 
Enye doyola. A^eto Brown nye doyola. 
Afrikatowo. KomlS h5 nyd Afrikatowo. 



. John ha nye Amerikatowo 
Enye lisiawo. Kofi nye 
Kofi nye sukuvi. Komla 






ya nyd Agbledeld. 

A, Questions Based on the Co mprehension 

# # % / ^ 

1. Amerikatowo alo Afrikatowo Bob nyea* 

2. Ndfiala wdnydd* 

3 . Amerikatowo alo Qlisiawo John nyea* 

4. Ndfiala dl<5 d6yo 1& wdnyda* 

5« Afeto Brown de d3yold wdnydd* 

6. Amerikatowo alo Qlisiawo efeto Brown nyea* 

Afrikatowo alo Amerikatowo Koff nyea* 

# % # ^ 

8. Sukdvi wonyea* 

9 . Amdkae nye dgbledeld Id* 

10. Afrikatowo Olo AmerikatOwo KOmla nyea? 

- 20 - 
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III. 

B. Questlona for the Clas^ 

1* Am4ka4 nye ntifialaa? 

2. Am4ka4 nye \Sts\i sia? 

3 . Am4ka4 nye ciStugbuia? 

Amerikatowo aL o Af rikatowo nenyea? 

5. Amerikatowo alo Afrikatowo menyea? 
6 » Amerikatowo mienyea? 

7 . Am4ka6 nye Amerikatowo? 

8 . Aia4ka4 nye Afrikatowo? 

9* Am4ka4 nye Qlisiawo? 



) 
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Dialogue 1 



B: Bob 



K: Kosi 



Fi§, efod? 

2, mefo. 
devi 
devid 
ddvi&wo 
Ddvidwo dd? 

JOiitsd siawo 

Wofo. 

SukClviwo g^tsd siawo nyda? 

* ' % 
or (Sukflviwoe nye gutau 

siawoa?) 

E, sukuviwoe (wonye) • 

* * ♦ * / '« 

Afrikatowoe nye sukuviawoa? 

xB, xol5 
kpld 



B: 

K: 

Bs 



Good evening, how are you? 

I am well, thank you* 
a child 
the child 
the children 1 
What about the children? 
these men 

They are fine. 

« 

Are these men students? 



K: 

B: 

K: 



Yes, they are students. 

r 

Are the students African? 2 
friend 
and 



Kdmld kpld Kofi wdnyd Afrikatowo. Komla and Kofi are Africans. 

Bill kple Ton wrfnyd Amerikatowo. Bill and Tom are Americana. 
Amerik&tdawo kple Afrikitdawo The Americana and the Africans 
nye xCwo. are friend a. 

f *. 

Notes : 

The plural of substantives ia formed by adding » to them. 



a 



(Wo ia the 3rd peraon plural of the personal pronoun), e.g. 
/ame/ * human being* 
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IV 



/ amewo/ 1 human beings 1 

b* Should the substantive be followed by a modifier 
(adjective, pronoun, article), the sign of the 
plural is added to the latter, e*g* 



/devi/ 

, / ’ 4 

/ Revile / (or /devia/ 

' • * ' ••* ' ■ ’ 

/deviawo/ 

/la/ 

/woad 8 / 



1 child 1 
1 the child 1 
• the children 1 
1 animal 1 
•wild 1 

•wild animals 1 



/lSwoadawo/ 

1 . / a ■. * * - -i : . 

2. In the singular the definite article/may be 14 or 4. 

* » ^ * 

* 1 V* * -I 

In the plural It is always £• 



/ati/ 

i / v *; *: 

/atil 4/ or /ati^ 
/ati4wo/ 

Dialogue 2 

■* ^ • » • 1 . 4 „• 

B: Bob K: Kofi 

*.***/*_<- - ) * . « 

nydnu 

0 \ 0 # 

Afrikatowoe nye nyonu siawoa? 



1 tree 1 
1 the tree 1 
1 the trees 1 



Bs 



— 0 



% # 



K: 



£, Afrikatowoe wohye. 

0 #♦. # # S. * . 

Togotowo w ony e • - ■ ’ - * 1 x ; 

Eukopat6woe r nye tf&tstisiawd A? 



%# 0 



B: 



woman / 

Are these women African? 
Yes, they are African* 
They are Togolese* 

Are these men European^ 



E, gutsusiawo kple dokakpuisiawo Yes, these men sid these 
% 

ny4 Eurdpatdwo. 

* M * •% 

Suktiviwoe mienyea? 



K: 



A 0 



u, mienye sukuviwo 



young men are Europeans* 
Are you students 2 

' two ' ; ■ ' c > 

Yes, we. are students* 
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IV. 



D&k£kpui SvS siawde ny6 
nil f i£l£aw<5. 

Dialogue 3 

B: Bob K: *Kofi 

Tdgot5w<5 al<5 Ghanat6w<5 
de tugbui siawo ny£a? 
T<5g6t6w6 w6ny6. 
tsa<Ul6 



These two young men are the 
teachers • 



B: 



K: 

vB: 



* 

Sukdviwo al<5 tsadil^wo w<5ny£a? 

K: 

Tsadilawo w<5nyd. 



9 

Dekakpdiaw<5 nyd sukflviwo. 

# \ 0 0 % 0 
Qlisiawo alo Amerikatowo 

ntffialaa ny£a? 

0 % 0 % 0 
Amerikatowo wonye. 

Dialogue it 

B: Bob Jt: Kosi Ko: Komla 



B: 



K: 



Are these girls Togolese or 

, . . , f' ' ** * 

Ghanaian? ■ » 

/ 

They are Togolese. 

* f % 

visitor 

Are they students or visitors? 
They , are vi si to r s • , 

The boys are students. 

Is the teacher English or 

* 

American? 

He is American. 



Suktivfwoe d^viawo ny£a? 


B: 

Are the children students? 


E, sukdviwo wonye. 


K; 

Yes, they are students. 

B: 

Are they Africans or Americans? 


Afrikatowo alo Amerikatowo 


wdnyda? 


K* 


0 % 0 0 0 
Afrikatowo wonye. 


They are Africans. 

B : 

Are you the teachers? 


Miawoe nye nrif ialaawoa? 


M * 


K & Kos 


E, miawoe. 


Yes, we are. 


» % # » # » S, » 

Afrikatowo alo Amerikatowo 


B: 

Are you (pi.) Africans or 


* 0 
mienyea? 


Americans? 


0 % 0 * 


K& Ko: 



Afrikatowo mienye. 






We are Africans. 



o 



IV. 



Comprehension 

Bob kpld John wonye Amerikatowo* W<5nyo ntifialawo* 

Sukuvfawo nye Af ri. katiwo . Togotowo wonye. Sukuviawo kpl4 

0 A # 

niif ialaawo ny£ xSwo. Kofi kpl4 Kdmla ny£ xSwo.. Kofi ny« 

P 

suktivi. Kimld ya nyd dgbledela* 



A. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

k- 

5>* 



Questions Based on the Comprehension 
Amerikatowo Bob kple John wonyea* 

Nrffialawo dl<5 ddyoldwo w<5nyda? 

Amerikatowo alo Afrikatowo sukuvfawo nyea? 
Suktiviawo kpld ntffialaawo w<$nyd x3woa? 
Afrikatowo Kofi kple Komi! w<5nydd2 



6. X3woe wdnydd? 

B. Questions for the Class 

1. Ndfiala dl<5 suktivi midnyea? : 

2. Ndfiala mienyed? 

3 • Afrikatowo mienyea? 

1|.. Amerikatowo mienyea? 








Unit V 



Independent Personal Pronouns 
Dialogue 1 



K: .Kdmia 

* #% 

Efoa? 

£, mefo* 

Wd hi efod? 

E, mefo. 

DdviAwo d4? 

W<5li nyuie* 

SrSwoa <14? 

Eyir hS fd* 
ts4 
afi 
kd 



Kos Kosi 



j 






% t • * 



\ ^ 



\ 

# % 



# % 



^ « 



K: 

Kos 

K: 

Kos 

Ks 

Kos 

Ks 



dfika 

Afika mietso? 

"Kofi tso Kpalime, nye ya 
mdts<5 Ldme* 
nd 

ndna 

Kpalime mienona? 

: - » •* * v ■'} ; - '• j> 

afisia 
gake 

* * • n •* * r * * * s • 

Kofi nda (or, n$na) Kpalime , 

*■ s* ■' ** ^ " 

/g ake/ ny4 ya mdn&nd afisia* 



Ko: 



K: 



J 



s \ 



% * 



1 / 



Kos 
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How are you? 

I am fine# 

How are 
Fine*. * 

How are . the children? 

They are well* :. ’ 

And your wife? • 

She is also: well* 2 , 
to come from 
.place* here -it *.* , • 

question marker, what* 
which* Stc* ' ' n . 

' * what place, :cwhere 
Where do you come from? ' 

Kofi comes froniKpalime, I. 
come from Lome* * . \ 

to si t, to stay inc a place 
to stay habitually 
Do you (pi*) ljve, in Kpalime? 

» .. • * * . -v . . - - . 

this place, here 

• \ *, » * 

* !. . * l . .■« . 

but (and) „ , . 

^ t « , u 

Kofi lives in kpalime, I, on 

♦ O* ' \ - ; [ * *. 

the other hand, live here* 

*♦ • + 

r ; * : * , 

.*+*'*•* * ‘ * l » »<*. * 4 , J« 



V 1 

* 



2 



V. 



Notes : 

0 

1. /nyd ha mdfd/ 

/wd ha dfd/ 

/dya hS miefo/ 
/miawo hS mief o/ 
/xniawo h£ miefo/ 



» • **i 

»I also got up 1 
»you (sg.) also go lb up* 
the, she, it also got up 1 
*we also got up* 

*you (pi* ) also got up* 



a 

/wddwd hS w 


df.d/ 


• they also got up.* 




Singula** 


Plural 


1st person 


nyd 


mfdwd 


2nd person 


wd 


miawo 


3rd person 


d 


wodwd 


The independent personal pronouns are used when the pronoun 



is to be emphasized. They may be used as either subject or 
object. As subject they do not directly precede the verb but 
are separated from it by a particle like /hi / , /yV » etc * 



In all but the third person singular the * non-independent* 
personal pronouns are also used after the particle /h&f and 
before the main verb. 



2. /ya/ is attached to the third person singular pronoun before 

/hi/. 

Dialogue 2 - 

0 

B: Bob K: Kofi 



Kofi, afika netso? 
Mdtsd Tdgo, 

Afika Akuwa tso? 

t *4 

** ¥ f . . ♦ * . - 

Eya hS tad T<5go . 

* . ' * * " * * ■ * • • - ^ ^ 

Kofi, nuf iala nenyea? 



B: 

Ks 

B: 

K: 

3: v 
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Kofi, where are you from? 

9 \ ' 

I come from Togo. 

Where does Akuwa come from? 

She also comes from Togo. 

* * 

Kofi, are you a teacher? 



3 



V. 



E, nufiala menye. 

Ntif iala wd hi n&ny6a? 
E, nufiala menye. 
Dialogue 3 
B-J: Bob and John 



X: 



B: 



Yes* I an a teacher. 

Are you also a teacher? 
Yes, 1 am a teacher. 



E-T: Edward and Tom 



4 # 



# % 



B-J: 



Amerikatowo mienyea? 

t 

E, nye kple Tom mienye 
Amerikatowo • 

Amerikatowo miawo hS mienyea? 
E, Amerikatowo mienye, eye 
mietso Kokomo, Indiana. 



E-T: 



B-J: 



E-T: 



B-J: 



Are you Americans? 

Yes, Tom ad I are Americans.^ 

Are you also Americans? 

Yes, we are also Americans, 
and we come from Kokomo, 
Indiana. 2 

How is, how are 
How are you (pi.)? 



Very well, thank you (pi*)* 



al<&6 

Al6k§ mief oa? 

Miefo, nyuie. 

Notes : 

x, /kple/ 'and, with' conjoins only words (substantives, 
pronouns, verbs etc.), e.g. /Bob kple To m/ 'Bob and 
Tom 1 or ^ob with Tom 1 .. 

2. /eye/ 'and' conjoins sentences, /menye Araerikato, eye metso 
Chicago./ * I am American, and I come from Chicago. 
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V. 

Dialogue li 

D: Dd tugbui J: John 

Washington mietsoa? 

Bob ts<$ Washington. 



» i» 

* • 



D: 

Are you (pi.) from Washington? 

J: , ^ 

Bob comes from Washington. 



Nyea mdtsd New York* • 

•nya 

•• • 

* ' ' ■ * ‘ . • * 

dzdsi 

Ah l Bnya 3/5 to Browna? 

Eya hS tsd New York. 

* « ■ * * • • * 

dc5 gd 

* • ' 

med<5 gd 

*■ * * 

id 

E, miedo go a/e to Brown Id 
New York. 

’r ^ 

Nrffiala wdnyd. 

Ndfialawo miawo ha mienyea? 
Bob nyd nrffiala, nydd 

v * * V . ■ • *’• ' ■ * ■ 

mdnyd ddyold. 



D: 



J: 



I come from New York. , . 

to know, to be ^acquainted 

• > »4 , * • * « 

to recognize 

, r 

Ail l Do you know Mr’. Brown? 

... .. * . 41 

He comes from New York too. 

* * * * «. * \ 

to meet 



4 # 



D: 



J: 



y • * * + * 

I met 
in, at 

Yes, we met Mr. Brown in New 

i* \ * 

York. 

* .* 

» . m * 

He is a teacher. 

Are you also teachers'? 

Bob is a teacher, I an a * 

, . * * H * 

doctor. 



Comprehension 

Edward tsd New York. Enye ddyold, eye wdnona Ldrae. 
Edzesi Bob kple John. Edo go Bob kple John Id New York. 
Edward dzesi d/d to Brown has d/dto Brown, Bob kpld John 
woawo hfi wdtso Amerikd, eyd wdawo ha wdnona Tdgo. A/dto 
Brown kpld Bob wdnye ndfialawo, gake John ya nyd ddyold. 
A. Questions Based on the Compr ehension 

1. Afika Edward tso? 

2. Afika wonona? - 29 - 



V. 



3 . D3yol4, niifiala al<5 agbledeld w<5ny6&? 

4. Edzesi John kple Boba? 

0 % 0 * 

5. Afika wodo go ud 13? 

6 . Afika Bob kple John wotso? 

7 . D3yol£, niifiala al<5 agbledela w<5ny3d? 

8 . Afika wonona? 

B. Questions for the Class 
1* Afika n3ts6? 

2. Afika metso? 

0 % X 0 A 

3 . Afika dekakpui si a tso? 

4* Afika 4e tugbiii sia tsd? 

5 . Am&cae ts<5 New York? 

6 * Amdkae tsd Washington? 

7 . Am3kae ts<5 T<5g6? 

8 * Am3kae ts<5 Ghana? 

9 . Am3kae ts<5 California? 



1 



Unit VI 



Negative 

Dialogue 1 

B: Bob K:. Kofi 



B: 

kafll ( taf l'atse) 
af ikatowo 
Kafll, Kofi.' 

Af ikatowo ndnyd? 

K: 

Togotdwo menyd. 

Qlisiawo nenyea, Bob? 

B: 

0 (or, Ao), nye menyd 

0 # % 
fllisiawo o . 



excuse me^ 

citizen of what place 
Excuse me, Kofi. 

Where are you from? 

I am Togolese? 

Are you English, Bob?^ 

No, I am not English^. 



# % # 0 
Amerikatowo menye. 

Kenye sukdvi nenyd oa? 

* % 0 0 A 0 \ 

0, nye menye sukuvi o. 
TsactfLld menyd. 

i « 

amdkawd 

0 

Uutsuvi 

Amekawd enyd gutsuvi siawd? 

; , 0 0 0 0 + % 

Mdnyd suktitiwoe wonye oa? 
nyd 

Nyd mdnya d. 

Wdd nyd ndfialafi? 

0, nyd mdnye ntlfialaa d. 

% 0 _ 00 

Afeto Browne nye nufiala la. 
Doyolae nyea menye. 



K: 



B: 



K; 



B: 



1 am American. 

Aren 1 t you a student? 

No, I am not a student. 

I am a visitor, 
who ( pi . ) 
boy 

Who are these boys? 

Arerft they students? 
to know 

I do not know. 

Are you the teacher? 

No, I am not the teacher 
Mr . Brown is the teacher 
I, on the other haad, I 
(emph.) am a doctor. 



2 



VI. 



Notes: 



1 . 



/taflatse/ - formal 
/kafla/ - colloquial 

2. /Q lisiawo/, /Qlisitowo/ English, Englishman* Both forms 
are used interchangeably. The first is a combination of 
/Qlisi/ 'England, English (adj.) '+/V 'def. article'* 

/w 6/ plural. Similar to this: /Togoawo/ 'Togolese,' etc. 

3. Negative 

/d^viawo fo/ * the children got up* 

j d&viawo m£f o <3/ * the children didn* t get up* 

/d^viawo foa/ *did the children get up?* 

/d$viaw<5 mdf 5 da/ *didn*t the children get up?* 

The negative is formed by placing /md-/ after the subject • 
and before the predicate and /d/ at the end of the sentence. 

This can be. compared to French ne • • . pas . 

The Negative Paradigm with Personal Pronouns in Subject Position 
/nydmdfo 6/ *1 did not get up* 

/mdfd 6/ *you (sg.) did not get up* 

/mdfo 6/ ’be, she, it did not get up* 

/miefo/ *we did not get up* 

/miefo/ ’you (pi.) did not get up* 

/wdmefo 6/ J . * they did not get up* 

Note the. following chtuage a of the pronominal prefix 
in the negative: 

a. In the first person singular /rnd-/ *1* is replaced 

» ? . * * ► ■ 

• by/nyd-/* 

b, .In the second and third persons singular the pronominal 

and the negative prefixes contract to form /me/ which 
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carries the tone of the pronominal prefix* . . 
/md/+/d/ — ► /md/ 

/md/ + /d/ — f /md/ 

c. In the first and second persons plural the m of the 
negative /me/ is elided: 

/mf/i* /me/»*/f o/*- /d/ — /miefo o/ 

The form /mimefo <3/ is dialectal* 

In the negative question* the negative prefix /me-/ is 
used in the same way, but the question marker /a/ is added to 



the negative: 



/mdf o dd?/ 




* Didn* 1 you get up? 1 


Dialogue 2 






Kd: Kodzo Km: Komla 


B: 


Bob 




Kd: 


V/ho is this man? 


Amdkae nye gristd sia? 


Km* 


Nydmdnya d • 




I do not know* • 


Mdnye sukdvi d • 


Kd: 


He is not a student* 




Excuse me, sir, are you 


AT^to, wdenyS 




nilf iala l£? 

1 


B: 


the teacher? 




E, nyid. 


Kd: 


Xes, I am* 


* 


Amerikatdwoe nye sukdvi awo a? 


Are the students American? 


B: • 


■" * , 


6, Afrikatowoe. 




No, they are African. 


Dialogue 3 






K: Kosi A: Alaiwa B 

* * y * 


s Bob 


« ' ■ • 

FiS, Akuwa, amdka dnye 


K: 

* 


% 

Good evening, Akuwa, who is 


ndfialad? 




. the teacher? . 




A: 




Nydmdnya d* 




I do not know* 
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n. 



• 


K: 


Is Komla a student? 


Sukdvi enye Komld? 


A • 


6, KomlS menye sukuvi o. 


A • 

K: 


No, Komla is not a student* 


Afrikatowo e Bob kpl© John 


Are Bob and John Africans? 


w<5nyed? 


B: 




* » * , * * * 
0, womenye Afrikatowo o* 


No, they are not African* 


Dialogue h 


E: Edward K: Kofi 




, 


. 


E: 


Do you know John and Bob? 


/ # * 
Enya John kpl© Boba? 


Ks 


Nyd mdnyd John <3, gake 




I do not know John, but I 


mdnyd Bob yd* 


V • 


know Bob « 


kp© 


£j : 


to meet, to get acquainted 
with 


Afika nekpe Bob le? 


K: 


Where (what place) did you meet 
Bob? 


Mekpe Bob Id Ldme* 


E: 


I met Bob in Lome* 


k$fe 




village 


dd . » . 




town 


ga 




big, large 


ddga 




big town, ci ty 


Kdfee nye Ldmea? 


if. 


Is Lome a village? 


6, Lom© menye koj*© o; ddga 




No, Lome is not a village; 


wdny 6 • 




it is a city* 


Comprehension 




m M. M * 


Bob kpld John w<5ny© ndfialawo* Wdmenye Afrikatowo o* 


W<5nyd Amerikatowo. Kofi kple Akuwa womeny e nufialawo o, wonye 


sukdviwo * Wometso Amerika 


% 

0* 


Wot so Lome* Komla mdnye sukdvf 

M 


d» agbledeli wdnyd. Ldrne mdnye kdfe 6} dtigS wdnyd. 
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VI. 



A. Questions Based on th e Comprehension 
X. Suktiviwoe Bob kplA John w< 5 nyeA? 

2 . Afrikatowoe wonyea? 

3. Afika wotso? 

4 . N\if 3 alawoe Kofi kplA Akuwa wonyea? 

5. Amerikatowoe wonyea? 

6. Afika wotso? 

7* Sukflvie KAmla nyAA? 

8. DdyAlA wonyeA? 

9. Niifiala wdnyAA? 

B. Questions for the Class 

1. Mfiala nenyAA? 

2 . Sukuviwoe mienyAA? 

3 . Suktivi menyAA? 

4. DdyAlA menyAA? 

5. TsaA,ilA menyAA? 

6. Nrifialae gtit sA si a nyAA? 

7. Suktivi wAnyAA? 

8. Amerikatowoe nenyea? 

9 * Afrikatowoe nenyea* 

10. Lome netsAA? 

11 . T< 5 g<$ netsAA? 

12 . Ntffialawoe clekApui siawo nyAA? 

13. Tsa^ilAwoe wonyAA? 

14 . Afrikatowoe wonyea? 

15. Qli siawo e wAnyAA? 
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Unit VII 



Possess! ves 
Dialogue 1 

A: AkuWa K: Kofi B: Bob 



nye* 

(l)a 

/s 

xbnyda 

A * » » 

X5nyea nye Amerikatowo. 

Etso New York. 

4(fe) 

Eigko <5,4? 

0 

Egkoe nye Bob. 
w<3 

33k owd d.6? 

# * 

l]kony$ enye Kofi. 

» # % » 
Suktivie nenyea, Kofi? 

ndvf 

E, nye kple novinye mi enye 

0 

suktiviwo . 

Notes : 

1. Possessive Adjectives 
/ * £kony$/ 

/nyd gko/ 

/gkowd/ 

/ wdtfko/ 

/&o ko/ 

/miagko/ 



i 

} 



A: 

ray 

the 

my friend 

My friend is American. 

He comes from* New York. 

K; 

his, her, its 

What is his name? 

A: 

His name is Bob. 

B: 

your ( sg . ) 

What is your name? 

K: 

% name is Kofi. 

B: 

Are you a student, Kofi? 

K: 

brother, sister, cousin 
Yes, my brother and I are 
students. 



*my name* 

*your name* 

*his, her, its name 1 
*our name* 
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VII. 



/miagko/ 




*your (pi*) name 


/wdijko/ 




* their name* 




Singular 


Plural 


1st person 


ny$- 


mfa- 


2nd person 


w<3- 


% 

mi a* 


3rd person 


6- 


w<5- 



The possessive always precedes the possessed noun, except 
for the possessive adjectives of the first ax d second persons 



singular. The possessive adjectives of the first and second, 
persons singular normally follow* the possessed noun if the 
latter is; 

a. a kinship term - /t5ny£/ *my father 1 

/nSwd/ » *your mother* 

b. /x8/ * friend* /xSnyS/ *my friend* 

/xSwd/ *your friend*' 

When the possessive precedes the possessed noun, it takes a- low- 
high tone* when the possessive follows the possessed noun, it takes 

a low tone* • s 

2* In West Africa, the immediate family includes father, 

mother, brothers, sisters, paternal uncles and their 

children* The terra /novi/ therefore includes all the 

children in this family-in other words, brothers, sisters 

i 

and cousins* 

Dialogue 2 

B: Bob K; ICodzo 



Pi5. 

Pie, ef<5£? 



B; 

K: 



Good evening* 

Good evening, how 





* 

are you? 



o 

ERIC 
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VII. 



D 



|er|c 

L. 






m* 

E, mef6. 

Amekawoe nye c^ekakpui siawo? 
X3nyd woe. 

Wdtfkowo <3,6? 

Wdgkowoe nye Kwami kpld 
Kofi. 

% 9 9 

Miawo gkowo d©? 

9 * 

]]konye enye Bob, x3nyea 
tfkoe nyd John. 



B: 



K: 

B: 

Ks 



B: 



% 9 



9 9 



9 9 



M 



Men ye miawoe nye nufialaawo oa? 
E, miawoe; eye miawo e nye 



sukuvidwd • 
QlltO 
nyd 



K: 



Menyo gdto 66? 
E, enyo guto. 
Dialogue 3 



B: 



Kd: Kodzo 



K: Kosi 



M 6 ndfialaa tfko d6? 

9 * # 

Egko enye Bob. 

Menye Qlisiawoe wdnye oa? 

V 

0, menye Qlisiawoe o. 

9 \ 9 

Amerikatowoe. 



Kd: 

K: 

Kd: 

K: 



sr3a 

* - * 
t* 

Sroa dnye Ijli siawo 



Pine. 

Who are these gentlemefi? 
They are my friends. 

What are their names? 



Their names are Kwami and 



Kofi. 



What about your (pi.) names? 
My name is Bob, my friend* s 
name is John. 



Aren* t you the teachers? 
Yes,' we are teachers; and 
you are students, 
very, much 
be good, nice 

Isn*t that, nice? 

* 

Yes, it is very nice. 



What*s your teacher^s name? 

* t t * 

His name is Dob. 



Isn’t he English? 

No, he is not English. 

He is American. 

wife, husband, spouse 

■* * .... * 

His wife is English; 
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VII. 



Egko 4s? 

Nyd rodnya <3 • 

Sukdviw e nye. woviawoa? 
E, sukuvfwoe wonye • 
Dialogue k 
B: Bob 



Kd: 

K: 

Kd: 

K: 



YJhat is her name? 

•* 

I don 1 t know # 

* 

Are their children students? 
Yes* they are students# 



K: Kofi Bn: Brown 

B: 



Kofi* ef 5d? 

E, mef Si * enyd xSnyed? 

6, egko 4©? 

Egkoe nye John Brown# 

Afeto Brown, " gkohye enye 
Kofi# 

6* xSnye hS. gko enye Kofi# 



K: 

B: 

K: 

B: 

Bn: 

K: 



Woe nye ndfialad* 4fdto Brown? 



% # 



Bn: 

K: 



Kofi# how are you? 

Fine, do you know my friend? 
No, what is his name? 

Iiis name is John Brown# 

4 i* . s 

Mr# Brown, my name is Kofi# 

Oh, my friend 1 s name is also 
Kofi. 

Are you the teacher , Mr • 
Brown? 

Yes, I am. 

« 

My wife and 1 are teachers. 
Our children are students.' 



E, nyee. 

Nye kpld srSnye mienye 

ntff ialawo • . 

♦ 

Mia viwo nye sukuviwo# ... 

w * r » ' 

fi era prehension ■* r 

WMtfc.. 4*. **. *r<*« »«■».• 3r ““ m ‘ 

mt—S. fcM.WWj 

*>.». w* — 

nyfi Kofi kpld Kdmia. 
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VII. 



A. Questions Based on th e Comprehension 

1. Am^kae nye a,f6to Brown? 

2. Amerikatowo alo IJlisiawo wonyea? 

3 . Suktiviwoe nye woviwoa? 

4* W<$ gkow <5 46 ? 

5. Mfialawoe Akuwa kple Ama wonyea? 

# # ^ 

6. Suktiviwoe woviwo nyea? 

7 . W<5 gkowd d£? 

B. Questions for the Class 

1 . W<5gko d^? 

2. Nyegko $ 6 ? 

0 

3 . Egko d^? 

4. Afika towo neny$? 

5 . Afika nowo ts6? 

6. Afika x3w<$a ts6? 

7 . Afika nedogo xSwoa 13? 

8 . XSwoa $ko d^? 

9 . T 6 wo #ko d£? 

10. Nowo ijko d^? 

11. Noviwoa gko de? 



<3 
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) Unit VIII 

Posse ssives (continued) 
Dialogue 1 

Kf: Kofi Kw: Kwasi 

miaj* e 

* * * 

Ool Kwasi, Sdzesi dekalcpui 

# 

Eyae ny£ mia^e nufiala. 

01 3nyo udto, Sgko 

* 

% # 

Afe to Edward. 

A^eto Edward, $di nawd. 

( } Qdi, 3fo nyuiea? 

I W3 sukuvle Koml£ nyea? 

f 

f 

eve 

kata 

> ame eveawo kdta 

ms 0 m 

E, wo £m£ eveawo kata nye 
# 

suktiviwo. • 
mivd 
aj'SmS 

KdmlS, miv4 mlaj'e af&nd 
fie sia. 

miagado go 

# 

Enye , miagado go • 

LJ Yoo. 



Km: Komla E: Edward 

Ilfs 

our 

sia? Eht Kwasi, do you know this 
gentleman? 

He is our teacher. 

Oht that* s nice, what is his 

name? 

Kf: 

Mr. Edward. 

Kw: J . 

Mr. Edward, good morning* 

E* 

Good morning, how are you? 

Kw: , , . 0 

Is Komla your student? 

E: 

two 
all 

both of them, both 
Yes, they are both my 
students. 

[£W ’ come (plural imperative) 

house 

Koml&, come to our house this 
evening* 

see you later, good-bye 
O.K., see you later. 

Km: 

O.K. 
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VIII 



Notes : 

1. Possess! ves (continued) 
/K6raia ndfiala/ 
/dfd ntifiala/ 

/miaj’e nufiala/ 

?• ... /rniafd ndfiala/ : 

/wdfd ntifiala/ 



but: 



: /ny$ ndfiala/ 
/wd ndfiala/ 



*Komla* s teacher* 

* * 

*his teacher* 

*our teacher* 

•yo.ur Cpl*,) teacher* 

* their teacher* 

* 

»my teacher* ' 
*your (sg.) teacher* 



* ** 



Note that, with the exception of possessive adjectives of 
the first and second person singular, the possessive always 
precedes the possessed noun (See Unit VII, Note .*1). , and. it 
is usually . separated fropi it by the possessive barker /f 4/ • 
/f&/ is omitted:. 

a* Before nouns of kinship and nationality, e«gr 
./Kof ind/ *Kofi*s mother* 

/w4ti5/ , * their father*. •. ' - 

/Amerikal^dwp/ ‘citizens of America* 

. < b. Before /x3/ *friend* e.g. 

/xSnye/ * my friend* 

- * \. and in a few other cases to be noted later. 

/fd/ is optional: 

: . fa • before /qkd/ 1 name * 

/dukd/ 

/dfd tfk 6/ 



* '• 



) 



'his name' 



• 1 * 2 - ■ 
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( ' ) 



* home 1 
• our home 1 



b. before /aj*6md/ 

* • * * 

/mi af erne/ 

* 

/miaf e Af erne/ 

If a noun beginning with /V is preceded by a possessive 
noun or pronoun with/without /fi/, /a/ becomes /&/’. 

/nyS 'my home' 

/w5 4f4m$/ 'your (sg.) home* 

When directly preceded by / &~/ 'his» her* its'* /mi a/ 
'our', /mia/ 'your (pi.)' or a possessive noun, this /l/ is 

elided in normal speech: 

/4f& ad/ 'his home' 

/miaf erne/ ' our home ' 

/miafeme/ 'y our home ' 

/niifiala JW/ .the teacher's home* 

When directly preceded by /w<5/ ' their' , the / 4/ xs 
optionally elided: 

/y,6 6f6md/ .their home' 

/wdj'e afeme/ /wofeme/ 

If / 4/ is directly preceded by //<§/ * the /&/ ,of /Si/ is 

optiohally elided: % . •••_ * . 

* / * ' "* 

/ J 0 0 0 0^0 % j 

/miafe afeme/ 



or 



• our home* 



/miAfa Jemd/ 
Dialogue 2 



J: John 



K: Kosi 



Kosi, aMekae nye wo nufiala? 
M£Af© n ^i ala ® nye'Afeto 



J: 



K: 



Kosi, who is your 
Our teacher is Mr# Brown# 
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Brown. 



Ks 



K: 



# % # * # ! . * n 

Amerikatowoe alo 331isiawoea7 
Amerikatowoe* 

J: 

Frfisegbe 

Ha ' 

fiana 

* 

Enya Edwardd? 

* * » .* 

NdvidJ*S nyd raifiala. 

Efiana FrSsdgbe. 

E, Komla *pl£ Kofi wdnye 
dye sukCviwo • 

Dialogue 3 

# 

Ks Kofi Es Edward 

? 

anyigba 
dzi 

' * * * r 

anyigba ka dzi 

qdi, Edward, anyigba ka dzi© 
netsd? 

I V * * % 

Mets<5 Ameriki* 

* v # Ks 

Afrikatowoe ny© wo sukuviawoa? 

E: 

Nyd sukdviawo nyd Tdgotdwo* 

Ks 

Novinye ha ny© nufiala* 

EJf© sukuvfawo ha ny© T<5go viwo • 

E s 

]Snyo ndto • ^ 

Vai'miaJteni© fie sia. ... _ 

ES 

Enyo, rodydf. 



E: 



Is he American or English? 

He is American* 

* 

French " ( language ) 
to teach 

to teach habitually 
Do you know Edward? 

His brother is also a teacher* 
He teaches French’.' 

Yes, KomlS and Kofi are his * 
students* 



earth, country 

\ * * • 

on 

on what country do you 
come from 

* », 

Good morning, Edward, where 

9 \ *. > * \ 

are you from? 

W J v * V ** f .7 

1 come from Americat*' 

Are your students African? 

My students are Togolese. 

•* ' * 

My brother is also a teacher* 
His students are also Togolese 
That* s nice* 

Gome to our house tonight* r 
Very well, I will come* 



-Mr 
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VIII. 

Miagado go, 
Ydd. 

Dialogue k 
A: Akdwa 



Ks 

E: 



See you -later. 



O.&. 



Y: Y£wa 



,*A: 

nilsiawo Kofi /e nufiala nyea? 

^ X • 

6, e/e nufiala menye Qlfsiawo 



A': 



d, Amerikatowoe. 

Afikatowoe nye miaj*e nufiala? 

, * - f n«r» teacher is also an American. 

Mia/e nufiala ha nye Amerikatdwo. Our teacher is a 

A • 



Is Kofi*s teacher English? 
No> his teacher is not 
English * he is American. 
Where is your teacher from? 



* # 



Y: 



A: 



What is his name? 

His name. i$ Mr. Brown. 
Aren 1 1 you Mr. Brown* s 
student? 

No# our teacher* s name is 
Hr. Edward. 



Egko d©? 

EiQkoe nye afeto Brown 
Mdnye dJ*4to Brown J* d sukdvfe 

i » 

nenyd da? 

0, miaj'e nufiala fe Qkoe nye 
afdto Edward. 

Comprehension # # 

Kofi nye sukSvi. If* nilfiala ny * Amerlk&towo . Etftoe 

nye tf «to Brown, *to Brown f . srS h5 ny* niif iala. Efiana 

Fras*gbe. W<5fe sukdviwo ny* Afrikitowo. K^ll kpl * Kof£ w*nye 

w<5 ^ sdkflviwo • Kosi novi »*nye s W *, Riedel* wdny*. Wo 

fofo h£ nye agbledela. 

a. f ^neations Baaed on t he comprehension 

1, Agbledela alo sukuvi Koff nyea? 

2. Amekae nye dfe ndfiala? 



3 . 

k* 



Affka wotso? 

Ndkae sr3a fiana? 



'• -U5- 
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VIII. 



0 0 0 A # > 

5 . Afika towoe *wo/e sukuviawo nye? 

6 * Suktivie Kosi novi ny&tt 
7. Nilfialae Kofi fofo ny$£f 
B. Questions for the Class 

1. Afika netso* 

* 1 . ^ . , . * .» 

2. Afika mStsd? 

3# Afika towo wo nufiala la nye? 

4* Afika towoe afe sukuviawo nye? 

5# Afikatowoe woX© nufiala nye? 

• > % 0 - : V' • - # • • • ■ 

6 * Araerika towoe wo nufiala nyea* 

7. Afrikatowoe sukdviawo nydd? 

■»* m- j ^ • n. K 

8 . Amerikatowo woxow<$ ny6&7 

9« Agbledelae: af^to Smith fofo ny 6 £? 

10, Suktivie no via nyea? 

11. Miaxo afe nufiala nyea? 









